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OUR HERITAGE 


BY REV. ROBERT CAMERON, D. D., 
Editor Watchword and Truth, Seattle, Wash. 


Our destiny is more glorious than it could have been 
without the intrusion of evil. 

We not only become sons of God by birth, but we 
are linked to all the glory, now and evermore, connected 
with the Son of God Himself. 

Being born of God, very naturally we are heirs to 
our Heavenly Father’s estate. 

But, more than this, we are joint-heirs with Jesus 
Christ, ““Whom He appointed heirs of all things.” 

Accordingly, there is not a sphere of glory belonging 
to the Son of God to which we shall not be admitted on 
equal footing with Himself. 

Without sin and evil, our sphere of existence in 
eternity would have been confined to this little earth on 
which we live, but now, we can gaze upon suns, stars, 
and planets and say: 

‘‘These are my vast estates, purchased by redemp- 
tion, and made sure to me by the covenant of God.” 
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792—Did It Never Happen? 


uestion—Did the parable of the rich man and 
soon really happen? A Seventh Day Adventist 
claims it — only a parable—that it never hap- 


pened.—J.. 

The callie of the rich man and Laza- 
rus is a parable. It was given by the Sav- 
ior because it had happened so many times 
in reality. That it is a parable in no way 
destroys the reality of that fact. The truth 
is, had the thing never happened, there 
would have been no such parable. Jesus 
gave the parable in an effort to warn the 
people that such men were frequently going 
to a place from which they would like to 
escape, and failing to do so, they become 
most anxious to send some messenger back 
to warn their people not to do as he had 
done in living contrary to God’s way, and 
so come to that place of torment. It is very 
unwise in the Seventh Day Adventist to 
hold such a position, since it was not only 
true once, but time and again, and that fact 
is the basis of the parable. If the parable 
were not true to the facts, it would be use- 
less and without meaning. The parable 
was given because the thing was then, and 
is yet, happening again and again. 


793—Can One Live a Sinless Life? 


Question—If a man is born of the Spirit, can he 
live a sinless life? And if so, why? If not, why 
not? Then if we have a sinless life, is it also a 
faultless life? 


In your question you have stepped on dis- 
puted ground. There are some theologians 
who teach it is impossible for any man to 
live a sinless life in this world, and quote 
Rom. 3: 10-14 and Psalms 5: 1-3 in proof; 
and there are others who believe it is taught 
in the Scriptures and therefore is possible. 

The Question—If a man is born of the 
Spirit, can he live a sinless life? ete. 

Now, the first question to be considered 
is: What is it to be born of the Spirit? The 
first step is, to believe what Jesus taught 
Nicodemus about being bern again—being 
born of the “water of life” (the Word of 
God) and of the Spirit. That birth changes 
the whole nature of man and makes him a 
fit subject for the Kingdom of God. God’s 
Kingdom is a-Kingdom of pure, unfeigned, 
unselfish, Christian love. 

Proof Texts. 1 Peter 1:23, being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible seed by the Word of God, which 
liveth and abideth forever. Paul, in 1 Cor. 
4: 15, says, “In Christ Jesus have I begotten 
you through the gospel.” James 1: 18, “Of 
his own will begat he us with the word of 
truth (not baptism), that we should be a 
kind of first-fruits of his creatures.” John 
1: 18, “Which were born not of blood (hu- 
man parents) nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 

When a man is really born of the Spirit 
of God, born into the Kingdom, he is filled 
with great love to God—with such intense 
love for God and His righteousness that he 
is willing to suffer even unto death rather 
than give up that love. This was my ex- 
perience when converted, and should be the 
experience of every converted person. 
Further, when a man is truly converted, 
Ged imparts to him a portion of His Spirit, 





as stated in John 14: 20—“At that day ye 
shall know that l am in my Father and ye 
in me, and I in you. Believe me that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in me, or else 
believe me for the very work’s sake.” 

This union of the Spirit of God with the 
Spirit of the Christian, Jeremiah (3: 14) 
and Hosea (21:19, 20) call it a marriage 
between God and man, to denote the vital 
union of the Christian man’s spirit with God. 
Now man, being filled with the Spirit of 
God and the presence of Jesus, will not 
knowingly disobey God and commit a wilful, 
sinful act, because of the God-given love in 
his heart, and his hatred of sin. Also (Isa. 
30: 21), “For thine ears shall hear the word 
behind thee saying, This is the way—walk 
ye in it when ye turn to the right hand and 
when ye turn to the left.” It was this 
guardian angel that delivered Joseph out 
of the snare of Potiphar’s wife. It is this 
same Spirit that delivers all Christians 
from the snares and pitfalls of Satan, and 
enables him to live a sinless life. 


794—May We Investigate and Decide for Our- 
selves? 


Question—In the absence of any reference in a 
given book of the Bible as to its authorship, is it 
within the rights of the student to investigate and 
decide for himself, even though it may be against 
time-honored tradition.—Inquirer. 


As a rule when a man gets where he 
wishes to jump over what he is pleased to 
call “time-honored tradition,” the next 
thing he wants is to jump over plain Bible 
statements. The truth is, generally speak- 
ing, that is just the point he desired in the 
beginning. It was not tradition so much 
that he desired to have the right to do as he 
pleased with, but his aim was higher up. 
He really wished to be free from the author- 
ity of the Bible. That has generally been 
the wish of men who have unwillingly come 
under the restraint of Bible teaching. But 
I must answer your question: 

Has a man a right to to investigate Bib- 
lical questions for himself? 

Most certainly he can investigate all he 
wishes within the limits of loyalty to re- 
vealed truth. Beyond that no man has a 
right to go. But has he a right to decide 
such questions as he may investigate for 
himself? Ah, there’s the rub—that is what 
itching ears wish to do, but he has no right 
to decide any question for himself when 
that decision runs counter to the revealed 
will of God. Questions and decisions, which 
touch only human opinions, you may inves- 
tigate and decide for yourself, but questions 
and decisions which involve the integrity 
and inerrancy of the Scriptures, no man is 
wise enough in himself to handle, and there- 
fore it is bald presumption to make any at- 
tempt to correct any part of the revealed 
will of God. Can a watch have any rights 
over the laws which governed its construc- 
tion and its work? Certainly not. It may 
stop work and lie idle, but it can have noth- 
ing to do with changing the laws under 
which it was constructed, and under which 
it must operate, if it operate at all. The 
constructor of that piece of mechanism set- 
tled alt that before he gave it existence. 
So it is with man. He can quit the service 
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of God, if he wishes to do so, but he cannot 
change one jot or one tittle of the revealed 


will of God. In Matt. 5: 17-20, Jesus Him- 
self declared against such an unholy thing 
as changing the law of God. He declared that 
not one of these laws, not even a jot or tit- 
tle of one of them shall pass away. If 
Jesus would not undertake to change God’s 
Word, I am quite sure that you, nor any 
other man, ought to attempt to do so. It 
is all right to be a learned man, but the 
more learned, the more careful should he be 
to use his good common sense and to main- 
tain his reverence toward God and His 
teachings. It is a dangerous thing for man 
to meddle with the laws of God, for that is 
the worst form of disobedience, and you 
know whenever God has spoken on the diso- 
bedience of man, His judgments have been 
severe. My advice to you as a leader of 
young people is this: Follow the teachings 
of God’s Word rather than the vaporings 
of men, for you will have enough to be re- 
sponsible for in the day of judgment with- 
out knowingly involving yourself in the 
awful act of breaking God’s Word. Ma) 
God help you! See Rev. 22:19. I am not 
fighting men, as such, but I am doing my 
best to stay the tide of error, at least to 
the point of saving the common people from 
its blighting curse. 


795—Was It Peter’s Conversion? 


Question—If Peter was converted before Pentecost, 
what did Jesus mean when He said to Peter: “When 
thou art converted strengthen thy brethren?” 


According to the best authority at my 
command, the Greek word epistrephas, 
translated in our English Bible converted, 
is not used of Peter in the sense of a man 
who has just been won to Christ, but it is 
used in the special sense of turned from 
one’s sin. So when Jesus used these words 
to Peter, He was evidently referring to his 
fall. You see in the preceding verse Jesus 
tells Peter how Satan had desired to have 
him that he might sift him as wheat, evi- 
dently referring to the supreme effort Sa- 
tan made to win Peter in his denial of his 
Master. Referring to this event, that is, to 
Peter’s fall, Jesus said to Peter: When 
thou art turned in penitence from this de- 
nial, then go out and strengthen thy breth- 
ren. No one is so capable of helping an- 
other weak one as the man who, having fall- 
en himself, repents and turns back to the 
truth. Peter knew what the failure in his 
own life meant. That helped him to help 
another. As a backslider Peter had no 
business trying to win souls. Hence Jesus 
said, When thou art turned (meaning from 
his backsliding) strengthen thy brethren. 
A man in a backslidden state has no busi- 
ness and no power to win souls. If, as your 
question implies, Peter was not converted at 
all, at this time, he was already a servant 
of the devil. Then why should Satan have 
desired to have him? You see Jesus said 
Satan desired to have Peter. That means 
that. Satan did not have him, but was seek- 
ing to get him into his possession—he was 
trying to take him away from Jesus. If 
he belonged to Jesus and not to the devil, he 
must have been a converted man. 















J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 


Some Things Our People Need to Learn 


are not building up so rapidly as we 

might, nor are we spreading over the 
world as we ought to do under the commis- 
sion to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. There must be a 
reason for the apparent drag. The cogs in 
the wheel do not fit into the sockets which 
were made for them, and the result is, we 
are not moving as fully in harmony with 
the plan of God, nor as rapidly as is our 
privilege, nor are we as fruitful in good 
works as our charter would seem to imply 
that we should be. 

May we stop to ask, What is the trouble? 
There is a cog in the wheel somewhere 
which is not effective. There is a lack of 
exact conformity to the divine plan in some 
particular. Conformed to the will of God 
and walking in the light of His truth, pros- 
perity of the right kind must come. You 
take a good grain of wheat, put it into soil 
properly prepared, give it plenty of moisture 
and sunshine, and it would grow and fruit, 
in spite of ordinary opposing forces. If you 
put a good healthy grain of wheat into the 
ground and it does not come forth into a 
new life, does not grow and does not fruit, 
we know something is wrong. It may be 
that there is a lack of moisture, or a lack of 
sunshine, or else the soil has not been prop- 
erly prepared. 


In the little parable of the grain of wheat 
there is a lesson for the people of the Chris- 
tian Church. We were sent into the world 
to live, to grow, to bear fruit, and so to 
glorify God by winning the world to Jesus 
Christ. Are we doing it? Undoubtedly we 
are. That is not enough. Are we doing it 
on a scale which equals our opportunities, 
our resources and the investment which God 
has made in us? Doubtless we need to learn 
many lessons, but there are a few such les- 
sons which are imperative. One of these is 
a right relationship to the Lord in believing 
His truth. A belief in error fever brings 
real and true prosperity, while a belief in 
the truth of God and a proper adjustment to 
its requirements always produce well. 
Some one has said that God works with a 
witnessing Church, but witnessing to what? 
Evidently to several things, but to a few 
things in particular. The true Church of 
Christ must bear witness to the truth as 
against error. The Church must bear wit- 
mces te the truth of salvation in Christ, to 
the truth of a real Christian experience and 
the joy it gives to its possessor. It must 
also bear witness to the curse of sin, and to 
the need of the human family for deliver- 
ance from its guilt and power. It must 
also bear witness to the great missionary 
enterprise—the giving of the gospel to all 
the world. 

It is said that the Moravian Church dem- 

_ onstrates beyond that of .any other body of 
Christians what it means to witness for 
Christ. It is a small Church in the home 
land, few in numbers and poor in the re- 
sources of this world, but it is strictly a 
missionary church, averaging as much as 


[ must be admitted that, as a people, we 
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seventeen dollars per capita per year 
for its membership. They must in 
some way have borne a very precious 
testimony to the truth as it is in 
Jesus Christ. One proof of this fact is that 
God has given them a very rich and rare 
testimony. While He has kept that Church 
few in numbers and poor in resources, He 
has greatly blessed its work for foreign 
missions, till now it is said that the Mora- 
vian Church is much stronger in the foreign 
field than it is in the home field. Not only 
so, but we heard their foreign missionary 
secretary say on one occasion some years 
ago, that the demands upon their missionary 
treasury was far more than they could meet, 
but that the Lord put it into the hearts and 
minds of the different denominations to help 
them out by sending them sufficient money 
to meet the demands. Surely God has given 
them a very rich testimony, and abundantly 
illustrates the fact that He is only waiting 
for His people to fall into line with His way, 
with His plans, so that the cog of the wheel 
shall fit into its place, in order to give us 
great prosperity. Do you question this 
statement? But here are the facts, and 
facts are stubborn things. Referring to the 
work of the Moravian Church, John R. Mott 
is quoted as saying: “If the Church of 
America and Great Britain gave in propor- 
tion to what the Moravians give, the contri- 
bution would be increased fourfold.” 

If you ask in what respect ought the 
Christian Church to bear witness to the 
truth more and differently from what it is 
doing, we might answer by naming several 
points, but two or three are quite sufficient 
to establish the fact. We should say that 
the Christian Church needs to bear a clearer 
testimony to the fact that God’s people must 
be a regenerated people, and being regener- 
ated, they must bear a true testimony to the 
necessity of a Spirit-filled life—they must 
bring forth not merely a formal and cold 
intellecual testimony to the saving power of 
Jesus Christ, but they must give a positive 
testimony to the joy of the Christian life, 
and that means that the individual members 
must have a rich personal Christian experi- 
ence, and thus equipped, we must go forth to 
give the gospel to all the world. We are 
making professions in this direction, but a 
profession, to be effective, must be supported 
by the life within, and that can come to 
believers only as the gift of God. 


The Christian Church has plenty of re- 
sources, if well and wisely and spiritually 
used to do its full part in winning the world 
to Christ. In the Moravian Church missions 
is the law of the Church—it is missionary 
throughout. It is said that all of their 
members are trained to service, to have few 
wants, to be frugal in their habits, to be 
self-sacrificing in supporting the cause of 
Christ. They hold that the worst and most 
hopeless fields have the first claims upon 
their love and bounty. Numbers are no ob- 
ject and worldly ambition is ruled out. It 
does not matter whether some big man has 
his name enrolled among them or not. They 
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are first and last concerned to have their 
names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
and to be sure that God has registered His 
name in their hearts. Thus equipped, they 
go forth to serve in the Lord’s vineyard, and 
the showers of grace are not slow in falling. 
They are blessed in their home work and 
even more abundantly in their foreign work. 
May we not learn a lesson from the experi- 
ence of these people, and also through a 
closer study of God’s Word and a stricter 
conformity to its teachings? 


IT IS TIME THE NATION WERE 
SPEAKING 
The United States to-day is facing a 
great problem, one which should command 
the best thought of the people, for none too 
soon we may solve the problem and so re- 
move the danger. 


For many years this country has been in 
the grasp of the most unrelenting enemy it 
has met in all of its history. For years 
and years this enemy was allowed to throttle 
the government in « sense, and to destroy 
the lives and property of uncounted thou- 
sands of our citizens, while only a little 
handful of our people entered a word of 
protest, but that day has passed. A large 
portion of the citizenship of this country 
now stand for the destructicn of this bold 
and aggressive enemy. 

During the last few years there has been 
an organized fight on between the decent 
people of the United States and this terrible 
enemy. At first the eiiery (the liquor.men) 
laughed us in the fac: and Jared us to stop 
their work. But that day is passed, too, 
and now the people are demanding the de- 
struction of this enemy of rignteousness and 
true prosperity—the fight is on to the death 
of the liquor traffic, and we need the help 
of every lover of the highest and best inter- 
ests of humanity. 


The country is in the greatest and blood- 
iest war of the ages, and at the same time 
facing a food shortage which amounts to 
near starvation. It is possibly true that 
our country is producing enough for our 
own people, with some to spare, but we are 
called upon to spare great quantities of food 
for the starving nations of Europe. Some 
may say, “Let us keep our food at home.” 
On its face, that proposition looks reason- 
able, but there is another side to the ques- 
tion. It has been discovered that Ger- 
many’s plan is for a world empire, with 
Germany at the head. To make effective 
this plan, she must conquer the nations who 
are resisting her bold advance. It is said 
that her plan was to subdue Europe and then 
America. By means of the U-boat she is 
trying to starve the Allies into submission. 
If we do not help the Allies by supplying 
them with food in this moment of extremity, 
then Germany may win, and her next step 
would be to subdue the United States. 

It is much safer for us to help the Allies 
to gain a victory and so put the subjuga- 
tion of the United States beyond danger, 
than it would be to keep our food here and 
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by letting the Allies starve, give Germany 
a chance to conquer them, and so expose 
our own country to the perils of war with 
Germany, which would be almost sure to 
follow. Looked at from this standpoint, it 
is supremely important that we conserve 
every possible food supply and, even at the 
point of some suffering among our own peo- 
ple, help feed the Allies, for when we do 
that, we are but protecting ourselves, our 
own beloved country, from the horrors of 
invading Germans for conquest. 

It is in the face of such a situation that 
a cry has arisen from the people for the 
stopping of the liquor men of this country 
from using our grain supply for the making 
of various liquors for the debauching of the 
men of our land. In the face of this cry 
the liquor men are demanding that their 
business shall not be interfered with, not 
even to save our nation from hunger and 
from an invading enemy. The liquor men 
say they are using only 65,000,000 bushels 
a year for their abominable purposes. In 
the face of this statement from the liquor 
men, the friends of the nation have looked 
into the matter, and their report shows the 
liquor men are standing for their business 
at the peril of the nation. It is time for 
us to arise as one man and put a stop to 
this worse than waste of the nation’s food 
supply, especially in such a time of danger 
as the present. Other people must suffer 
financially, must carry heavy burdens to 
assist the government in defeating its great 
German enemy, but these liquor men de- 
clare that not even the safety of the nation 
must be allowed to interfere with their ac- 
cursed business. 

But what are the facts? The Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue of the United 
States Government has looked into this mat- 
ter, and finds the facts are appalling. The 
liquor men of this country in order to carry 
on their terrible business are drawing on 
the food supply of this country at an alarm- 
ing rate, especially in a time of war such 
as the present, and yet they are demanding 
that the necessities of our government, yea, 
the needs of the people to save them from 
subjugation and starvation, must not be al- 
lowed to interfere with their business. 

They say they are using only 65,000,000 
bushels of our foodstuffs. Who ever knew 
the liquor men to stick to the truth when 
their business interests were at stake? Gov- 
ernment statistics show the following facts 
bearing on their claim. They are using the 
following foodstuffs in order to debauch the 
people and make themselves rich: 


ae reer 32,069,542 bushels 
PR cscdsckewowseee 3,116,612 bushels 
Dt <a ssbensebacas® 4,480,588 bushels 
Se - kkapsatawean 8,373 bushels 
SN Sinn sien 148 bushels 
DA) vcKéw dene Sean 9,807 bushels 
Other materials .... 68,822 bushels 
PRGRRNOOR 56s bk ck ae% 152,142,232 gallons 
Think of it! With our country facing the 


gravest danger in its history, the liquor 
men, for the sake of protecting their money- 
making, but soul-and-property-destroying 
‘business, are pretending to be using only 
45,000,000 bushels of foodstuffs, when the 
facts show that they are using 7,000,000,000 
pounds of our foodstuffs, enough to feed 
7,000,000 for one year, and yet these 
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liquor men are demanding that their 
business shall not be interfered with, 
even though 7,000,000 men starve in time 
of the country’s greatest peril, and all 
simply that these men may make blood- 
money to fill their coffers. These men are 
worse than wasting $145,000,000 worth of 
foodstuffs, and yet in the face of starva- 
tion for the people, not only of our country, 
but for the countries of Europe, these men 
are demanding that they be allowed to go 
on with this waste of foodstuffs. It is even 
charged that they are blocking legislation 
at Washington, till they can be assured that 
their business shall be protected. Surely 
they are the allies of Germany, and, stand- 
ing in our midst, are demanding that legis- 
lation shall protect them in helping Ger- 
many to defeat and subjugate our people. 
Let us arise and demand that this thing be 
stopped, no matter what the liquor men may 
say. It is bad enough to allow these men 
to ruin individuals by the thousands and 
by the tens of thousands, annually, but to 
allow them to add to this crime that of de- 
stroying our nation is inexcusable. Write to 
your Congressman and United States Sen- 
ators and demand that they stop this busi- 
ness and that quickly. - 








Mentionings 





*** Rev. Stanton W. Potter, pastor at 
Romeo, Mich., is to hold a Gospel Tent Meet- 
ing from June 14 to July 1, 1917. Rev. 
G. B. Garner, D. D., of Berkey, Ohio, is to 
do the preaching, assisted by Brother Pot- 
ter, Dr. Burnett, and others. Rev. H. E. 
White, D. D., is to lead the singing. 


*** In THE HERALD for May 31, page 7, 
there appeared a poem, Progress Down- 
ward. It was credited to Sophia E. Kerr, 
when it should have been credited to Alma 
Leigh Bowden. The mistake was the ed- 
itor’s. Neither of the ladies had anything 
to do with the mistake. The mistake was 
due to a similarity of the writers. 


*** Thanks to Brother J. B. Pease, Secre- 
tary of the New York Western Christian 
Conference for a copy of the program of 
the one hundred and first annual session of 
that body, which is announced to meet with 
the church at Machias, N. Y., on Friday, 
June 22, 1917. The program is well filled 
with promising themes. A large attendance 
is desired. 


*** The liquor men are wonderfully 
solicitous for the comfort and support of 
the men who would be thrown out of em- 
ployment if prohibition should go into effect. 
Ah, yes, but why not be also solicitous for 
the families which have been impoverished 
through strong drink? The truth is, the 
liquor men, as a rule, are really solicitous 
only for the continuance of their bad busi- 
ness. They wish their barkeepers to be 
provided for, but they say not a word of the 
many thousands more who are ruined by 
their business—they may go on suffering 
and starving, if only their business may be 
permitted to go on, doing its work of ruin 
to the families of their most liberal patrons. 
There is not a man in the business who will 
in a manly and straightforward way meet 
this argument, and for a very good reason, 
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he knows he cannot meet it, except to his 
own doom. We say, by all means, let pro- 
hibition be the order of the day—there is 
plenty of work in the land for all honest 
men. 


*** When we put on the new life which 
is in Christ, necessarily we put off the old 
life. Watch the old dead leaves on the trees 
in these spring days. As the new life comes 
out, the old dead leaves are pushed off and 
make room for the new. So it is with man. 
When he is born again, the new life pushes 
off the old life and takes full possession of 
the ground it occupies. How is it with you, 
dear reader? tiave you professed to have 
put on the new life in Christ? If so, what 
has become of the old life of sin—is it put 
away? 

*** We are delighted when we can find 
a real truth in The Christian Register—it 
shines out then like a star in the night- 
Here is one of these truths. Believing it is 
worthy of a place in these columns, we give 
it: “One of the lessons of being misunder- 
stood bears on the victim. Men who are 
often and grievously misunderstood put the 
blame on the stupidity and malice of others. 
Sometimes they could find causes in them- 
selves. They have laid themselves wide 
open, others often observe, by unguarded 
assertions, plain to themselves, but quite 
liable to be otherwise to others; and when 
they have most carefully guarded them- 
selves by concealment of some of their vul- 
nerable opinions, others have felt them be- 
hind the expression and put them in with it. 
A prisoner who was indignant at being in 
prison for an offense of which he was in- 
nocent admitted that he had committed oth- 
ers which made the penalty substantially 
just. It is surprising how correct in the 
long run are human judgments. 


*** This is the sifting season, when many 
of our churches are looking for new pas- 
tors, and when some of our pastors are look- 
ing for a new field. Well, both are right, 
when it becomes needful for any good rea- 
son, but the emphasis is on the good reason, 
for changes in the pastoral relation should 
not be made on mere whims. If there be a 
worthy reason for the change, then let it be 
made, but if it be only because some one 
says he does not like the pastor, that is no 
reason for a change. It may be the pastor 
is doing his duty, and some one does not like 
him on that account. The pastor might say, 
“I do not like a certain member”—would he 
be justified in putting such an one out of 
the church, just because he does not 
like the party? Most certainly not, but there 
might be just as much reason for doing so 
as there is in many instances for dismissing 
the pastor, just because some one does not 
like him. The truth is, some people would 
not like Jesus, were He their pastor, and 
the proof for this statement may be found 
in the fact that there are a good many 
churches in which Jesus does not seem to 
be very welcome. Indeed, we are not sure 
that He goes to some churches at all. Would 
you dismiss your pastor because he is doing 
the right thing? That is why Jesus is 
sometimes not welcomed to the churches, 
and no doubt the same reason sometimes 
makes it necessary for the pastor to move. 
Alas! for the church when the pastor has 
to move because he is doing his duty. 
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*** In a private note, Rev. C. B. Hershey 
of Merom, Indiana, states that the week of 
commencement was unusually inspiring and 
was filled with promise for the future. 
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*** Tn this issue of this paper, Dr. Coffin 
discusses a really important matter. Let 
every lover of the Christian Church give it 
careful attention, and then let us all do our 
best to serve as he suggests. 


*** We may all be permitted to judge the 
tree by the fruit it bears. Looking at the 
effect of Christianity from this standpoint, 
The Church Advocate declares that Chris- 
tianity’s effect is substantially the same 
among all peoples. Wherever hearts are 
touched and won by it, they open out into 
better and larger life. 


*** Last Sunday was Home Mission Day 
in the Christian Church. If you did not ob- 
serve the day, then do not overlook it, but 
arrange for the offering some other day in 
the near future. We must have mission 
funds if we are to do the work to which we 
feel the Lord has called us, as a people. Do 
not fail to do your part. 


*** Poor Russia, in trying to free herself 
from her monarchy, seems to have struck a 
very dangerous element—that of the social- 
ists and anarchists, and now they are mak- 
ing it very hard for the new government, but 
it is hoped the worst of it is over and that 
the new government may yet be able to 
fully and firmly establish itself. 


*** Did you resign your pastorate and 
continue to live in the community in which 
you had formerly served as pastor? Then, 
do all you can to help your successor. We 
have heard of instances in which the former 
pastor was charged with hindering the work 
of the new pastor. Do not let that be true 
of you—it is a reproach to the cause. 


*** Significant things have occurred of 
late in regard to the progress of the war. 
The United States destroyer flotilla is 
in British waters. Almost immediately 
after it had reached the war zone, the de- 
struction of U-boats fell off almost as if by 
magic. We do not know that the presence 
of the one has anything to do with the other, 
but the facts coming so near together seem 
rather significant. We hope our men are 
rendering good service to the cause of hu- 
man liberty. 


*** Whenever you hear the liquor men 
talk of “a clean saloon” and of maintain- 
ing “good order,” you need have no doubt 
of what is meant—they are getting uneasy 
lest an outraged people shall take the situa- 
tion in hand and drive the business out of 
the State. Our good neighbor, The Herald 
and Presbyter, says you might as well talk 
of “skunks as making themselves attrac- 
tive” or of “hyenas as making themselves 
sweet and lovable.” Alas, there is not 
enough perfume in the apothecary’s shop to 
make a skunk sweet and attractive, nor is 
there enough cleanness in the country to 
make a saloon law-observing and clean, for 
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if you would clean it up om Monday, on 
Tuesday it would be back to its old prac- 
tices, and the work of the previous day 
would be in vain. Destroy the saloon, that 
is the certain remedy. 


*** What are you doing for your church 
paper? In these war times so many people 
turn attention to almost everything else 
rather than to religion and the institutions 
of the Church of Christ. This makes it very 
hard for the church paper to live and thrive. 
If each one of its present subscribers would 
get even one new subscriber, it would won- 
derfully lighten the burdens of the church 
paper, and it does look as if almost any one 
could get one subscriber. Will you try? 


*** This is the Home Mission season of 
our Church. Has your church done its part? 
If not, get busy—do not rest till your part 
has been done and well and faithfully done, 
for the Christian Church can never do much 
in the field till we can support a good home 
mission enterprise. It is most important 
that every church should help. Both the 
Home and the Foreign work are most impor- 
tant, but if we do not keep up a good healthy 
home work, we cannot expect to be able to 
support creditably our foreign work. The 
command of Jesus was to preach the gospel 
to all the world. To do this we need a good 
home work in order to have a strong field 
here to support the work there—in the for- 
eign fields. Brother, see that your church 
does its part! 


*** Good for that church! The Continent 
tells us that a certain Presbyterian church, 
in a great eastern city, is looking for a 
pastor. The matter was given into the 
hands of a committee of level-headed busi- 
ness men. One of the first acts of that com- 
mittee was to decide that they would not 
consider as a candidate for their pulpit any 
minister who smokes either cigars or pipe. 
That is a little trying on our smoking breth- 
ren, but we feel constrained to say that com- 
mittee is level-headed in the stand it takes 
as to smoking. Indeed, brethren in the min- 
istry, no smoker in the pulpit seems to be 
in the right place. We love some brethren 
who smoke, but we do not love the filthy 
habit, and if we could, we would persuade 
them to read Rev. 22:11, and henceforth 
quit this most objectionable unbecoming and 
injurious practice. 


*** But which shall it be? The Chris- 
tian Register (Unitarian) says: “If the 
Protestant sects in America are squeezed 
together and made to forget their differ- 
ences in a grand affirmation of their agree- 
ments, that will be a consummation most 
devoutly to be wished.” Yes, surely, but 
how much truth would be squeezed out and 
how much error would be pushed in, in such 
a process, that is a more important ques- 
tion. Some men do not seem much concern- 
ed as to what is accomplished in this 
“squeezing” process, either in putting out 
the truth or in putting in error, but that 
sort of a union cannot honor our Master, 
nor can it stand before a gainsaying world. 









a * Or. i Maas eS 
PERSONALS Ji/Zi EVEN T Si 
NE See (| MA y 





We should be delighted to see Protestantism 
standing together in their agreements, but 
if we should squeeze out everything that is 
disbelieved by some one in that great circle, 
we verily believe there would not be enough 
left to maintain even the semblance of a 
true Church of Jesus Christ. Let us do our 
best to get together on our agreements, but 
do not use the “squeezing” process, or you 
might squeeze out, and to death, the great 
fundamental truths of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


*** In the May and: June issue of The 
Bible Champion appears one of the most 
touching and heart-stirring stories we have 
read in a long while. The title is The Bish- 
op’s Discovery. In it we are told of an old 
minister who had spent twenty-five years in 
the active work of the Methodist Church. 
Suddenly he disappeared and no one seemed 
to know what had become of him. The an- 
nual conference was in session in the very 
church he had established in his best days. 
When his name was called, no one could 
account for him. The Bishop objected to 
passing his name with no effort to locate 
his whereabouts. At the dinner table. the 
Bishop talked of the loss of the old man, 
when the daughter of the host said: “Bishop, 
I was at the almshouse last Sunday and by 
special request I sang for an aged minis- 
ter.” When the meal had been finished the 
Bishop and the young lady drove to the 
almshouse, and there the absent minister 
was found. The scenes that followed be- 
tween the Bishop and the old man, and then 
between the Bishop and the conference, when 
the facts were made known, language fails 
to express. We wish all of our readers 
might have the privilege of having their 
hearts moved by reading the story. 


*** This is the season for many of our 
churches to begin to think of pastors for the 
next year, that is when they are in need of 
a pastor. It is important that every church 
get a pastor who can draw on the power of 
God for his ministry. Often times this point 
is disregarded and we seek a pastor who 
can draw the multitude by his oratory’ and 
his reasoning. These qualities are good, if 
first the pastor can and will draw on the 
power ‘of God for his work. It is all right, 
even important, that a church should be 
careful in selecting a pastor, for if you get 
a misfit, you do not usually help the cause, 
and possibly you not only injure your 
church, but you do the minister himself an 
injustice. The best, the surest, the safest, 
way to secure the right man for your pulpit, 
is to have the whole church join in a week 
or two weeks, or longer if need be, in prayer 
for divine guidance in selecting the man. 
When the Lord sends you a man, he will be 
the right man, provided the church is what 
it ought to be to begin with. Yes, be care- 
ful in selecting your minister, and also be 
careful not only to see that the minister is 
what he ought to be, but also be prayerfully 
careful to see that your church is what it 
ought to be in order to work with the pastor 
when he comes to take charge. 





558 (6) 





FHE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


THE SELF-INVITED OBSCURITY OF THE 


Not infrequently we hear members of the 
Christian Church lament the lack of credit 
given our church. Their criticisms are 
sometimes easily construed to imply that 
there is a connivance among larger denomi- 
nations to make us seem small and inconse- 
quential. It is perhaps difficult for some 
to realize that the denominational bitterness 
which did such things a half century ago no 
longer exists. If there are occasionally 
found such relics of ecclesiastical barbarism, 
they are outstanding by their rarity. As a 
rule, the temper of the times is so generous 
that all are willing to give our church credit 
for all that is due it and at the same time 
genuinely wish that it might have reason 
for more. 


We complain about confusion with the 
“Disciples,” “Christian Alliance,” and 
“Christian Science” folks. We criticise the 
lack of statistical credit in government re- 
ports. We charge that though we are 
small we do not get credit for our actual 
accomplishments. Perhaps this is a more 
or less valid complaint, but who is to blame 
for it? 

Here is a case in point. I give it now for 
two reasons (1) for inferential purposes on 
the preceding question and (2) to awaken 
the negligent to an appreciation of the enor- 
mity of their neglect as related to our de- 
nominational standing. 


As many readers are aware, the govern- 
ment is compiling a religious census, which, 
when published, will be considered authorita- 
tive as to the relative strength and work of 
the religious denominations in the United 
States. In every church the pastor or clerk, 
probably both, have received a blank re- 
questing information to be filled in and the 
same returned in an enclosed franked envel- 
ope. Apropos of this, the Secretary of The 
American Christian Convention has received 
the following letter: 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF CENSUS 


Washington, D. C. 
Office of it 


Director. May 19, 1917. 


_DeEar Sik:—In looking over returns from 
different conferences of your body, in re- 
sponse to requests from this bureau for in- 
formation for the Census of Religious Bod- 
ies, it appears that there still remain a large 
number of churches from which no sched- 
ules have been received. In some conferences 
there are very few lacking, but there are 
very few that are complete and in some less 
than half the churches have answered, al- 
though two reminders have been sent. It 
occurs to me to ask what in your judgment 
would be the best plan to adopt in presenta- 
tion of the Christians. 

Under existing conditions in this country 
it is the earnest desire of the bureau to ha- 
Sten the work as much as possible and any 
suggestions from yourself will be greatly 
appreciated. Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Sam. L. Rocrrs, Director. 


The Secretary, in writing the President 
«concerning it, says: 
I do not know what to say about this 


matter. I cannot get the churches to report 
to me. 


Brother, whoever you may be, who reads 
this, will you not take it upon yourself to 


By Rev. Frank G. Coffin, D. D., 


President American Christian Convention 


inquire if your church has sent in such a 
report, and if it has not and the former 
blank is lost, see that one is requested of the 
Department indicated in the letter above, 
and the same filled out and sent in without 
further delay? 

It is unfair to the denomination to have 
to take a lower statistical rating than that 
to which it is entitled only because a few 
hundred negligent church officials have fail- 
ed to report. 

I think that this is but in keeping with 
many things of the same character, which 
we will discover by a little examination and 
deduction evident from many sources, would 
lead us to believe that the fellow who walks 
in our denominational shoes is responsible 
for most of the disparagement which we so 
often regret. 


IF—IF—IF 

[The following extract is from a sermon delivered 
recently by C. E. Strawbridge, postman-evangelist of 
Lima, Ohio.] 

If the present war results in the exter- 
mination of the saloon from our land, it is 
worth all the sacrifice necessary in lives, 
blood, and money. If I had a dozen boys of 
military age, I would rather have them shot 
to pieces on the battle-fields of France, with 
no grave-stones to mark their final resting- 
place, than to have one of them go to a 
drunkard’s grave. If I had a dozen boys, I 
would rather they should be fodder for the 
cannons than fuel for the brewery. A young 
man, returning from the field of battle, 
retaining his manhood, but minus an arm or 
a leg, is far to be admired and honored, 
over the young man returning from the sa- 
loon—honor gone, manhood destroyed, phys- 
ical being polluted, morals corrupted, with 
two arms and two legs to be cast into hell. 
The groans of tens of thousands of young 
men of one generation upon the field of 
battle is surely not so disquieting to the 
peace of heaven as the groans of thousands 
of millions of mothers of many generations, 
whose sons fall in disgrace as subjects of 
King Alcohol. 


BETRAYER AND BETRAYED 
BY E. F. DEMPSEY 


One of the most harrowing experiences 
and one which few escape is a betrayal of 
confidence. In the earlier years, when the 
feelings are fresh and quiveringly alive to 
every experience, such an ordeal is very try- 
ing, indeed. Not infrequently it results in 
a life-long habit of suspiciousness or cyni- 
cism. 

To be sure, this is the wrong way in which 
to meet this experience, but a very natural 
one. But we are called upon to live a life 
other than “natural;” the life which we are 
called to live is one that is supernatural. 
And for the need just spoken of, this lesson 
carries the sovereign remedy. Ye who are 
betrayed, look to Him who has said, “Come 
unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” For He; Himself, has 
passed along this bitter way. 
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In His spirit, we discern how to bear our- 
selves. Let us breathe of the spirit of 
infinite love and faith and hope; let us 
yearn after something of the gentle for- 
bearance which marked our Master. , 

There is a great truth in the fact that 
he who sins against another injures himself 
more than he does his victim. This is espe- 
cially true where one betrays another. If 
there is anything that is the suicide of man- 
ly or womanly character, it is this wretched 
sin. Hence, as we look upon the sinner, 
should we not pity and pray for him rather 
than bitterly denounce and despise him? 

When we are betrayed, let a further re- 
flection occur to us. In the anguish of the 
moment, let us see though very dimly reflect- 
ed—the exquisite anguish which our Savior 
constantly feels in the betrayals of Himself 
by His disloyal friends. Have we always 
been faithful and loyal to Him? So, out of 
our betrayals, let us distil the sweetness 
of steadfast loyalty to Him who is the Great 
Companion. 


Oxfeed, Ga. 


THE IMPOSSIBLE BECOMING POSSI- 
BLE, HOW? 

Man is finite; God is infinite. Man’s pos- 
sibilities are hedged in by limitations; to 
God’s possibilities there are no limitations. 
Man standing alone, apart from God, is not 
competent to accomplish the impossible; but 
when by faith he is joined with God, is 
“filled with all the fullness of God, (Eph. 
3:19) it is then that God’s possibilities be- 
come man’s possibilities. It is then that 
man, by faith, may undertake, and may ac- 
complish things that without God would be 
absolutely impossible. 

It is well for man, however great may be 
his natural or acquired abilities, to ever 
maintain a consciousness of his own insuffi- 
ciency to overcome the difficulties, and win 
great victories for the Lord and His king- 
dom. But if he will walk closely with God, 
will keep his spiritual life fed on the 
“bread” and “milk” of God’s Word, and by 
prayer keep his soul bathed in sweet “fel- 
lowship with God and His Son Jesus 
Christ,” always keeping his will in submis- 
sive harmony with God’s will—linking his 
feeble, but willing, efforts with God’s al- 
mighty power, through the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, (Acts 1:5, 8), this will bring 
him into the condition of a “charged bat- 
tery.” ‘This will enable him to accomplish 
the impossible. 

This condition, and this blessing, is possi- 
ble for every Christian; and is absolutely 
essential for the greatest usefulness of every 
preacher of the gospel and every Christian 
worker. J. G. BISHOP. 


Washington still lives in this the twen- 
tieth century. Such unique greatness as 
his—greatness of mind and greatness of 
spirit, lives through all time, and makes its 
influence felt as in its own day of action. 
He was a man of sympathy and unusual 
common sense. Self-control was one of his 
greatest characteristics.—Selected. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


THE BIBLE ON THE BATTLE-FIELD 


It does seem that the enemies of the Bible 
would have their lips closed, as they face 
the great facts pertaining to its fruitage on 
the battle-field. A book that has power to 
comfort and bless men as they stand in the 
presence of death on the bloodiest battle- 
field the history of the world has ever 
known is an argument in favor of the Bible, 
which no infidel or critic can gainsay, but 
the Book we call the Bible does not fail to 
show its power in any place, where there is 
need and opportunity is given it. The fol- 
lowing article was furnished The Sunday 
School Times by Mr. Francis C. Brading, 
Secretary of The Scripture Mission, and af- 
fords an insight into the sphere of useful- 
ness it fills as it is sent to the battle-field, 
to the men who are standing there in the 
presence of. death. Believing our readers 
will be deeply interested in the account 
given The Times by Mr. Brading, we repub- 
lish it. If any of our readers wish to have 
part in helping to supply these men who are 
facing death moment by moment, with the 
Scriptures, you will find directions for send- 
ing such help at the end of the article given 
below. Mr. Brading says: 


A lad in Gallipoli had a Testament given 
to him by the Scripture Gift Mission, of 
London, on leaving for the front. It was 
the only copy in his trench, and he was con- 
stantly being asked to lend his book,—so 
that it was rarely in his possession. He 
asked his comrades whether they really 
wanted to read God’s Word, because if so 
he would cut the book up in pieces and they 
could exchange the pages among themselves. 
This was done; and the soldier writing home 
of the incident asked for sufficient Testa- 
ments to supply all his comrades with a 
copy. They were sent to him. We do not 
realize how much the men who are facing 
death momentarily feel their need of the 
only Book that can show them how to be 
prepared for the life to come. 

Fifteen millions of copies of the Scrip- 
tures, chiefly Testaments and Gospels, and 
in some cases smaller portions of the Word 
of God, seem an almost incredible quantity, 
yet that Segoe the number of copies 
circulated by the Scripture Gift Mission 
since the European War began. 

What they have meant to the soldiers and 
sailors eternity alone will reveal, but there 
is no doubt that thousands and thousands 
of men will be in glory as a direct result of 
reading the Word of God, which has made 
them wise unto salvation, and without hu- 
man aid. 

The Scripture Gift Mission is not a new 
organization, but was founded thirty years 
ago with the aim of placing the Word of 
God in an attractively illustrated form in 
the hands of men of all nations. The illus- 
trations used are all pictures of Palestine 
life, and with no representation of our bless- 
ed Lord. The editions of the Scriptures are 
now issued in ninety different languages, 
and the method adopted by the Society is. to 
make free grants to missionaries of all de- 
nominations so that they may have gratui- 
tously the Bread of Life for the hungry 
multitudes. 

Since the war broke out the Society has 
largely confined its efforts to the belligerent 
nations, and wonderful open doors have been 
presented to the Society,—we believe such 
as have never been presented to any Society 
before. 

How impossible it would be to send 
enough Christian workers to the front! Yet 
the Word itself does the work. See yonder 
officer going his round among the trenches. 
He comes across a young soldier reading a 
Gospel of John. “You don’t believe in that 
book, do you?” asks the officer. “Yes, sir,” 
replies the soldier, “I do believe in that 





book. First, because it has been the means 
of saving my soul; second, because it has 
taken away all fear of death; and third, sir, 
when I read this blessed Book the Lord gra- 
ciously encourages me and feeds my soul 
with the heavenly manna found in it.” 

The officer had no reply to make, and 
passed on. Hardly had he taken two steps 
when a shell burst near, and turning around 
he say the young soldier’s head roll off. It 
was such a shock to him that he went over 
to where the quivering body lay, picked up 
the Gospel, took it into his dug-out and be- 
gan reading it. Through it he was so con- 
vinced of his need of a Savior that he then 
and there yielded himself to Christ. He 
wrote home to his wife, told her of his con- 
version in simple language, and through 
God’s grace she too and their three grown- 
up daughters were saved. “My word shall 
not return unto me void.” 

A young girl, anxious to get a parcel off 
to her sweetheart at the front, went to a 
shop in the north of London to buy some 
comforts. The grocer suggested that he 
might be able to pack the parcel better than 
she could. She consented to his doing so, 
and he slipped inside a little portion of the 
Scripture, entitled “The Soldier’s and Sail- 
or’s Armor in Peace and War.” It is a book- 
let of some ninety-six pages, entirely in the 
words of Scripture, with a dozen hymns at 
the end. 

The parcel safely reached its destination; 
and the soldier, writing to his fiancee, thank- 
ed her for it, making special mention of the 
little booklet enclosed. She in turn, rather 
indignant, went to the grocer to find out 
what it was he had placed inside; but on 
seeing a copy she was satisfied. 

But the soldier, who was one of the worst 
characters in the regiment, was won to 
Christ by reading the booklet, and into his 
life came the radical change. He could not 
keep the good news to himself, but was con- 
stantly speaking to others of his newly 
found Savior, and singing the hymns at the 
end of the book. His comrades nicknamed 
him “Singing Jim.” Later there was an en- 
gagement between the two lines of trenches; 
a lad was wounded, and when volunteers 
were asked to fetch the poor fellow in, 
“Singing Jim” offered. He had got over to 
the wounded boy when a star shell burst 
overhead, revealing their position; a sniper 
shot, and the bullet went through “Singing 
Jim’s brain. Some one else went over to 
get the wounded lad and also the dead body. 
In “Singing Jim’s” pocket was found a long 
letter written to his sweetheart, telling her 
how the little book had been the means of 
his conversion. Said the wounded soldier, 
“Please let me have that letter, for if I 
should get better I will take it to the young 
lady and tell her how ‘Singing Jim’ laid 
down his life for me.” He was true to his 
word, found out Jim’s fiancee, and gave her 
the letter. It was a touching interview. Be 
fore leaving, his comrades had asked him 
when he returned to bring with him enough 
books for each one to have a copy of the 
book that had made such a change in “Sing- 
ing Jim’s” life. 

Many soldiers do not care to go into the 
trenches without a copy of God’s Word on 
their person. They look upon it with a kind 
of superstition, but even this God uses for 
His own glory, for often in idle moments in 
the trenches and dug-outs the men take 
out the little Testaments from their pockets 
and read them. It is the only book they 
desire, and all the armies show the same 
desire for the Scriptures. Scores and scores 
of Testaments and Gospels have actually 
been the means of saving physical life, and 
when the men have seen their books shot 
through, or partially through, by a bullet, 
they have read them with an increased in- 
terest. God has spoken to them in this 
strange way and they have yielded them- 
selves to Him. 

When we think of the millions of the best 
manhood of Europe being pitted against 
each other in deadly conflict, surely the best 
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book to provide for “The Man of War” is 
the “Book of Peace.” 

How willing the soldiers of Russia and 
Belgium and France and Germany are to 
receive the Word! In a British hospital a 
soldier who was wounded after having bay- 
oneted a German soldier told how the Ger- 
man pulled out a Gospel of John from his 
pocket and handing it to him said, “Take 
this, eat, drink, and live forever.” 

“Please tell me more of the Lord Jesus,” 
wrote a French soldier to whom a comrade 
had given a Gospel in French. “I do want 
more guidance into the way of life.” 

A branch of the Scripture Gift Mission 
has been formed in the city of Philadelphia, 
and another in Canada. 

The secretary of the American Branch is 
Robert B. Haines, Jr., 119 South Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia, and the treasurer is 
Mr. Asa S. Wing, of the Provident Life and 
Trust Co., 411 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. To either of these, gifts may be sent 
for the work. Roughly speaking, 5,000 Gos- 
pels or 500 Testaments can be provided for 
fifty dollars, which is a very low rate, and 
nothing whatever is deducted from such 
gifts for working expenses, which are met 
from the sales in the business department of 
the Mission. 

London, England. 


SUNDAY 
BY ALICE MATHEWS 


Look to this day, good friends, for pleasant 
quiet ; . 

Six weekly-days may run to rebel-riot, 

But that’s enough, on Sunday man should 
be g 

Honorably resting, from all labor ; free 

To serve his God, “You hath He quickened” 
so 

In true intelligence, that you may better 


grow; 
The falling off in this good honest measure 
In the pursuit of wide rebellious pleasure 
Doth take away the gracious Heaven’s 


praise ‘ 
And the good valour from thy daily ways. 
Sunday comes gently ’round to warn us all 
To listen earnestly the Master’s whispered 


call. 
This dial-time-piece of the Heaven softly 
deeds 


Our wide awakeness for the earthly-needs. 
He who doth sleep this day away invites 
The devil’s entrance and his ignominy-rites 
To rule, in an ill-ambitioned-weave 

To shrink the coming hours he must re- 


ceive. 
Look to this Sunday that you stand before, 
As pledge of Heaven’s maintenance explore; 
One better brook the loss of brittle-strength 
Then but to lure it for the lusty-length 
Of titles proud of earthly-grind. 
O God redeem us from the grinning-find 
Of only counterfeits that earthly-hands 
Prepare repeatedly in many lands _ 
Of conquerors; for we are slaves to life, 
If poisonous-potions, mixed with strife, 
Are all we seek; Sunday’s soft-peals 
Of sweetly-ringing-chimes another lesson 


eals, 
“You hath He quickened” with the means 


use 

To gain salvation; I beseech you ne’er re- 
fuse 

To turn aside in solitude and prayer awhile 

When Sunday’s welcome hours you can be- 


guile— 

Escape the crowds, for thou wert bought 
too dear 

The Master’s loving call, this day not to 
loud-hear. 


Bristol Hotel, Bristol, Tenn. 


“When the goods inside do not come up 
to the advertisement on the front, it is a 
sham. There are people whose hearts and 
lives do not bear out the advertisements 
of their smile and their honeyed word.” 
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: ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICAN 


By Rev. C. A. Tillinghast, D. D., Providence, R. I. 


“And Jesus entered and passed through 
Jericho. And there was a man there named 
Zaccheus, which was chief among the publi- 
cans.”—Luke 19: 1, 2. 

I have always had a profound respect for 
Zaccheus. My first lessons in theology were 
taken from the old New England Primer, 
and the ancient rhymes have stuck in my 
mind. I learned the first letter of the alpha- 
bet, and with it the first installment of the 
alphabetic theology, 


In Adam’s fall 
We sinned all. 


I felt hard toward Adam for sowing 


This ineradicable tain of sin, 
This boundless Upas, this all-blasting tree, 


and for starting the race on the down grade. 
But if it began with falling it ended with 
climbing: 

Zaccheus he 


Did climb a tree 
His Lord to see, 


and it seemed to my infantile mind as if he 
had changed the trend of things—as if he 
had arrested my downward slide and started 
me in the other direction, and I never heard 
his name mentioned without a sigh of relief. 
I have always been glad that the Primer 
ended its instruction with this hopeful sug- 
gestion. I presume it was not because of 
any merciful intent on the part of its stern 
compilers, but because Z happened to be the 
last letter of the alphabet and the first of 
the name Zaccheus. 


“And He entered and passed through Jeri- 
cho”—wherever there is one anxious to see 
Him, Jesus is sure to pass that way. Jeri- 
cho was an interesting and suggestive spot, 
with its long history of alternating fortunes 
—“the city of fragrance, the city of roses, 
the city of palm trees, the paradise of God.” 
But I apprehend that the eager soul of Zac- 
cheus was the most absorbing thing Christ 
found there. That 


Blind Bartimeus at the gates 
Of Jericho in darkness waits, 


and that Zaccheus is longing with honest 
interest to see Him, is reason enough for 
Him to enter and pass through. 


Ye who have eyes, yet cannot see 
In darkness and in misery, 


only let it be known that you want to see, 
and to see Him, and you will soon hear the 
cry, “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.” It is 
a thought to thrill us with measureless joy 
that the fartherest corners of the earth are 
continually echoing to that cry to-day. _ 


“And behold a man called Zaccheus”—a 
chief publican—a superintendent of tax-col- 
lectors, and rich, but he was interested in 
Jesus and “sought to see him,” and to learn 
who and what He was. His unceremonious 
eagerness indicates that something more 
than curiosity prompted this desire. As in 
the case of the young ruler, there was evi- 
dently a deep yearning for better things— 
the irrepressible drawing of a higher grav- 
ity. His moral stature enabled him to over- 
come his Jewish prejudice, his questionable 
practice, and the pride of wealth, but phys- 


ically he was little of stature and he could 
not get at him for the crowd. But an earn- 
est nature is not to be balked. He outran 
the crowd “and climbed up into a sycamore 
tree.” No doubt it was an amusing specta- 
cle to see this high official struggling up a 
wayside tree, but he who thinks more of his 
dignity than of his destiny will be likely to 
endanger both. Adam was tempted to his 
fall by the fruit of. a tree, Zaccheus was 
helped to find Christ by the trunk of a tree 
—so the contrast came tomy youthful mind. 
Nature brings its temptations, but yet it 
is sympathetic and kindly, if not repentant. 
Nature and nature’s God are never discord- 
ant save to discordant souls. When the ear 
is out of tune harmony loses its music. 


“For he was to pass that way.” If you 
would see Jesus put yourself in His path. 
Saints are not found in a grog-shop, nor 
wise precepts in a bawdy novel. If you 
would have good companions and wise teach- 
ing you must seek them where they may be 
found. Christ is in the sanctuary and the 
Bible. Go there and you will find Him if 
you climb for it. And the higher you climb 
the clearer you will see Him. We never 
see Him aright from the low level of mate- 
rial stature. It is not until we ascend into 
the higher regions of our nature that we 
get a distinct view of Him. 


“And Jesus .... looked up and saw 
him.” He will be sure to see you if you are 
looking for Him. “All things carry the 
heart’s message.” Love learns by “special 
delivery” that its object is yearning, and is 
directed to it by unfailing guides. “And he 
said unto him make haste and come down.” 
It is necessary to climb in order to see Jesus 
rightly, it is necessary to “come down” in 
order to receive Him rightly. It is very en- 
couraging to know that He meets us on the 
common level of our every-day life; that He 
says to every one of His followers, “To-day 
I must abide at thy house.” And unless He 
lives with us here we have no assurance that 
we shall live with Him there, nor is it 
probable that we shall desire to. Only the 
regal are at ease in the king’s court. Those 
who have not caught the spirit and learned 
the etiquette of heaven would feel awkward 
and uncomfortable there. But if we love 
Christ he assures us that He and His Fa- 
ther will come and dwell with us and pre- 
pare us to enter the “best society” of the 
celestial world. 

And it is interesting to reflect that Christ 
did not pause in Jericho to denounce the 
cold formalism of the priests or pry into the 
false returns and extortions of its tax col- 
lectors but found an honest, repentant soul 
and abode with it. If we spent more time 
helping our own church along the way of 
life and less in picking flaws with the creeds 
and practices of our neighbors the cause of 
Christ would prosper more. “If Christ 
should come to Chicago” maybe He would 
find something beside harlots and libertines, 
and corrupt officials and tax evaders—an 
occasional Zaccheus—enough possibly to 
save the city. A little salt preserves a big 
piece of meat. Look for the salt. 


“But the multitude murmured, saying, he 
has gone to lodge with—a sinner.” If we 
have “high company” our neighbors are very 
likely to be jealous, and to say if they knew 
the family as well as we do they would not 
be quite so thick with them. Beware of the 
spirit which cries, “Sour grapes”—of the 
dog in the manger, and especially of that 
which prays, “1 thank thee that I am not as 
the rest of men,” and which feels scandal- 
ized when the gospel goes into the streets 
and lanes and down into the slums. The 
stars are so far away that we see little dif- 
ference in their size and brilliancy. So we 
are at such an infinite remove from God in 
moral purity that He finds less difference 
between us than we imagine. If Christ had 
not come to call sinners to repentance, what 
would have become of you and me? The 
only hope for the best of us is in Him. 

Neither the construction nor the grammar 
determines whether his giving the half of 
his goods, and his fourfold restitution, was 
the habit of his life or a new resolve. My 
early friendship for him inclines me to be- 
lieve the former. Certainly if any consider- 
able part of his property had been acquired 
by extortion he could not have restored four- 
fold. It matters little which view we take. 
Neither generosity nor restitution per se 
can save, yet each is a Christian fruit and 
duty. 

“This day is salvation come to this house” 
—because of what he had done, and because 
he had become a geniune son of Abraham 
—“Abraham rejoiced to see my day and he 
saw it and was glad.” So Zaccheus received 
Him joyfully to his heart and his house. It 
is not good deeds but the spirit that prompts 
them, that saves. 

You may tie oranges to a Christmas tree, 
but they don’t convert the evergreen into 
an orange tree—and it is the tree that saves. 
Christ came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. Zaccheus was lost—He was seek- 
ing him and Zaccheus was seeking Christ— 
when the seeking soul seeks the seeking 
Savior both are found. 


MOTHER’S HELPERS 


Mother had a bad headache and had gone 
upstairs to lie down. The children were in 
the sitting-room talking it over. 


” 


“I am so sorry for mother,” sighed Mar- 
jory. 

“So am I,” said Teddy. 

“How sorry are you?” asked David. “I 
am so sorry for her that I am going to fill 
the wood-box as full as it will hold, and get 
a lot of kindling, and start the fire for sup- 
per.” 

“Oh,” said Marjory, “now I see what you 
mean! I am so sorry that I am going to 
ask her to let me get supper. I can make 
toast and tea, and scramble eggs.” 

“T’ll help set the table and wipe the 
dishes,” said Teddy. So mother got a nice 
rest that helped to drive away her head- 
ache. 


“T don’t think that people are really sorry 
for one,” said David, “unless they are will- 
ing to help.”—Primary Plans. 
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IS DEATH OUR DELIVERER? 


There appeared recently in THE HERALD 
OF GOSPEL LIBERTY an article on the subject, 
“Can I Be Perfect?” which took the very 
discouraging position that inbred or indwell- 
ing sin must remain in the child of God as 
long as he lives in this world, and the very 
unscriptural position that death was to be 
the final deliverer. This theory of our 
brother’s prompts the inquiry which heads 
this brief article in reply. Is death the de- 
liverer from carnality? Is this dread mon- 
ster the only savior men can know from in- 
bred sin? Do the Scriptures so teach? 

I know this is an old and favorite view 
of many, especially those with a Calvinistic 
theology. It may be that the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism says, “The souls of be- 
lievers are at their death made perfect in 
holiness,” but do the Scriptures so state? If 
so, where? The Scriptures which the broth- 
er adduces to confirm this teaching of the 
Westminster Catechism hardly do so. They 
do not say when nor by what means men 
are cleansed from inbred sin. Examine one 
of them. “Just men made perfect,’ (Heb. 
12: 23), does not state when, where, or by 
what means they were made perfect. Cer- 
tainly it does not state or imply that it was 
only at death or by the power of death. 
The logical inference is that some time, 
somewhere before death, they were “made 
perfect.” The tense of the verb supports 
this view. And so likewise with the other 
two or three verses of Scripture which he 
quotes to support this teaching of a human 
catechism. They teach or imply that we 
must be made perfect or holy, but say noth- 
ing as to the time when this work of grace 
may be wrought in the soul, or by what 
means or agency it is accomplished. So far 
as these Scriptures are concerned, it may 
be wrought long before death, for death has 
absolutely nothing to do with it. It is sim- 
ply a human inference, not warranted by 
these, or any other, Scriptures, which make 
of death the time or the instrument of our 
great salvation. I ask the brother to give 
us any Scripture whatever, either from the 
Old or the New Testaments, which, properly 
interpreted, teaches such a doctrine. Some 
of us do not accept the Westminster Cate- 
chism as authority. We must have clear 
Scripture for it. 

On the other hand, do not the Scriptures 
uniformly teach that death is an enemy, a 
curse pronounced upon man because of his 
disobedience? (Gen. 2:17; 1 Cor. 15: 26) 
Is not death the consequence, the wage, of 
human sin? (Rom. 6:23) Did not death 
enter through sin? (Rom. 5:12) How 
can the consequence of sin be our deliverer 
from sin? Has God made the penalty which 
He pronounced upon human transgression 
the means or agency of our deliverance from 
the effects of that transgression? Has He 
made the sad hour of death the glad hour 
of man’s deliverance from inward sin and 
corruption? Then should we hale death 
with great joy instead of shrinking back 
from it. Then should we say, “O death, 
great is thy victory! Thou hast delivered 
me from my bosom sin, which nothing else 
had been able to do!” 

But man instinctively shrinks from death, 
and has always sought some escape from it. 
The good common sense of mankind has 


never endorsed the theory that death was 
to be looked upon as a means, or method, 
or time of salvation from sin. The victory 
over death, through faith in Jesus Christ, 
is, next) to victory over sin, man’s greatest 
victory; in fact, is a part of that victory 
over sin. Did not Jesus come to deliver us 
from him that hath the power of death, that 
is the devil? And from death also? Death, 
instead of being in any sense our deliverer, 
seems to be an ally of the devil, one of his 
big guns. But did not Jesus come to give 
life instead of death, to save from sin, death, 
and hell? Sin is the only thing that ever 
made death a reality or a necessity. The 
wages of sin is death. How can the wages 
of sin be in any way the means or the 
power which saves from sin? If death is 
either the time or in any way the agent of 
our deliverance, then has the sinner as good 
a chance to be thus delivered as thd saint- 
liest believer, for it certainly has the same 
awful power over him. 

A query at this point I would like to have 
carefully answered. If we are delivered in 
death, how is it accomplished?, What is 
there in, or about, death to do such a thing? 
What is it that really accomplishes the act? 
Death is not a personality. Death, as we 
know it, is simply the cessation of all the 
vital functions of our animal life, without 
capability of resuscitation. How then can 
it be the power, or have the power, to strike 
the shackles of inbred sin from the immor- 
tal spirit of man? 

But what do the Scriptures teach is the 
power that delivers from this inbred corrup- 
tion of fallen human nature? What, or 
who, is our Savior from all sin? Is it not 
Jesus and His blood? This, and nothing 
other? Is it not the blessed Lamb of God, 
slain from the foundation of the world? 
Was not His atoning death for this very 
purpose? Is not His blood sufficient for the 
trusting, believing, soul? Has not His blood 
shed on Calvary, the virtue and the power 
to cleanse us from all sin, even inbred sin, 
the moment we believe and fully trust it to 
do so? Do the Scriptures not expressly 
teach that it is through the power and by 
the virtue of the blood of Christ that we are 
cleansed from every sin and stain? Has 
not the Lion of the tribe of Judah prevailed 
to do this very thing for us? Is he not “able 
to save to the uttermost all them that come 
unto God through him?” 

Many Scriptures could be quoted to sup- 
port the affirmative answer to these ques- 
tions. But space will allow me to cite only 
one, which, however, should suffice, it is so 
emphatic and positive in its declaration. 
1 John 1: 7,—“The blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” When? Note 
the present tense of the verb “cleanseth.” 
Right now, day by day, hour by hour, mo- 
ment by moment, while I believe and trust, 
the blood cleanseth from all sin. Not at 
death, nor by death, but now, through the 
blood. 


The blood, the blood, is all my plea, 
Hallelujah it cleanseth me. 


Our brother really takes this Scriptural 
position in one place in his article where he 


says, “In Christ’s finished work on Calvary | 


and in His matchless teaching they will find 
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all that they need for the salvation and 
culture of their souls.” But his death 
theory is inconsistent with this and really 
nullifies it. And his death theory is the 
one he emphasizes. Certainly if it is all in 
Christ for us, then we need hope for noth- 
ing from death. 

To hold that death is in any sense our 
deliverer, and that only in the hour and 
article of death can this great salvation be 
wrought in us, is as erroneous a theory as 
the Roman Catholic theory that it is accom- 
plished by purgatorial fires. Our brother 
very justly condemns the Roman view of 
our sanctification. But his own theory of 
sanctification at, and by, death seems just as 
unwarranted. One makes death in some 
mysterious way the deliverer, the other 
purgatory. Whereas the Scriptures make it 
clear that it is by the precious blood of 
Jesus applied now by faith to the trusting 
heart. 

The death theory is after all but a human 
invention—a human solution of this problem 
of our deliverance from inbred sin, the same 
as purgatory, growth, culture, reformation, 
works, and many other man-made methods. 
But they are one and all utterly unsupport- 
ed by clear Scriptural evidence, and all 
equally rob Christ and His blood of the 
power and glory of our great deliverance. 
They set up some other way than simple 
trusting faith in the blood of a might re- 
deeming Christ as the human condition by 
which our hearts are cleansed and made 
whiter than the snow. As for us, we prefer 
to trust in the blood of Christ now, rather 
than to hope for a possible deliverance in 
the hour of death, when it may be too late, 
and about which the Scriptures are silent. 

C. C. WILKINSON. 


Gove, Kansas. 


A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD’S NEEDS 
BY EMILY J. BRYANT 
Thou true and sovereign Lord, Almighty 


Thou art the universal, only power 
For man when bent beneath Thy chasten- 


ing rod, ; 
Or filled with splendid vision of the hour 
When Thou shalt come with majesty and 


might J F 
To banish stalwart sin, confirm the right. 
Look Thou in pity on the nations’ needs 
For Thou dost see, with perfect sight and 


true, 
The world o’erswept with selfishness. It 


heeds . coe aan 
Not heavenly grace distilled as evening’s 


ew; 
Thy sacrificial love seems all forgot 
And man’s tempestuous nature swift and 
hot. 


Bring Thou the strength and beauty of Thy 
saints, 
Enrobe them with Thy righteousness and 


power 5 
To face and struggle with the world’s sad 
plaints 
When men are shrinking from the fateful 
our; 
O may they stand for righteousness and 


peace, 

O may this tide of wrong forever cease. 

Lead on Thy saints against the rule of sin, 

Til sin be overwhelmed with brotherhood 

And man shall rise in splendid power to 
win 

Thy likeness true and seek his brother’s 

*Til Thy ‘great gift of peace descend on 


men 
And earth proclaim a loud—Amen. 
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SENSATIONAL PREACHIN G* 


By Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Dayton, Ohio 


To understand sensational preaching, it 
is necessary that we understand preaching 
as defined in the Bible. 


To preach means the following things: 


1. To Bring or Tell Good Tidings. (Isa- 
iah 61:1) 

This Jesus applied to himself, and thus 
becomes the preacher whose life we should 
live, and whose preaching we should copy. 

2. To Call or Proclaim a Given Message. 
(Jonah 3: 2) 

3. To Tell or 
(Luke 9: 60) 


4. To Speak Throughout—That Is, It Is 
to Absorb the Preacher, (Acts 20: 7) 


5. To Tell the Good News or Tidings. 
(Luke 3:18; 4: 48; Acts 8: 35) 

6. To Tell Thoroughly. (Acts 
18: 88; 1 Cor. 9: 14; Col. 1: 28) 

7. To Cry or Proclaim as a Herald. 
(Matt 3:1; 4:17; 10: 7; 10: 27) 

8. To Talk or Discourse. (Mark 2: 2) 


A PREACHER IS— 


1. A Caller, A Congregator. 
astes 12:9, 10) 

2. A Crier, or Proclaimer. (1 Tim. 2: 7; 
2 Tim. 1: 11) 

8. To Proclaim as a Herald. 
10: 14) 

These references are quite sufficient to 
to define for us the fact of preaching; the 
plan of preaching; the purpose of preach- 
ing, and the theme of the sermon. 

Let us now give attention to 


Announce Thoroughly. 


ass: 


(Ecclesi- 


(Rom. 


SENSATIONAL PREACHING 


Let us not overlook some facts. Every 
sermon produces a sensation. It may be, 
and often is, a sensation of drowsiness, or 
it may be the sensation of being lifted into 
a higher and holier spiritual atmosphere. 
There is a sensationalism which is unbib- 
lical, degrading to the ministry, and injuri- 
ous to the people. There is to-day in many 
churches, and especially during evangelistic 
services, a mawkish, overdone, spectacular 
sensationalism, which should have no place 
in the house of God, and can have no part in 
the saving of souls. To make a stir simply 
to keep things stirred, does nobody any 
good, and often results in great harm to a 
large number of people. 


A thousand censures upon the man, who, 
while wearing a clerical coat acts the clown 
and degrades the sacred office by unholy 
speech. But there is a just difference be- 
tween, and a just distinction to be made be- 
tween that sort of artificial striving to “get 
up” a sensation, and that sort of spiritual 
stir which comes from an earnest pulpit 
appeal, and which profoundly moves the 
feeling of the people. But when preachers 
think more of effect than of exactness in 
statements; when the sacred associations of 
religion are cheapened by trivial and catchy 
themes; when, instead of preaching upon 
repentance, the preacher conceals that great 
theme in a boisterous, flippant tirade upon 
the Rottenest Man in the Rottenest City, 
then it is time to return to the old paths 
and inquire more perfectly the way of the 
Lord. Let if be understood by every preach- 
er that anything and everything done in the 


“the book. 


pulpit which calls attention to the preacher, 
detracts just that much from the message. 

Sensational preaching may be classified 
as follows: ‘ 


1. Advertising, Absurd, and “Catchy” 
Subjects. 


To announce a subject beforehand may be 
both wise and right, and in many instances 
commendable and helpful, but distinction 
should be made between attractive subjects 
and the grotesque and spicy kind. Let a 
preacher announce that he is going to dis- 
cuss Repentance, The New Birth, or any 
other distinctively Biblical subject, and the 
worldly-minded take due notice thereof and 
stay at home. But let him announce that 
he will preach on “How to Fatten an Oys- 
ter,’ or “The Search-light Turned on the 
Last Election,” or “The Latest Social 
Scandal,” and the multitudes will fill his 
temple. In this connection it should be 
stated that oftentimes such methods violate 
good taste and become offensive to the es- 
thetic sense, as for instance a preacher an- 
nounced that he would perform in the pulpit 
the famous handcuff act in real expert bur- 
glar style. A certain evangelist announced 
that his subject was “Hen,” and took his 
text from the passionate cry of our Lord 
when he wept over Jerusalem. In our 
National Capital a would-be popular 
preacher took for his subjects on Sunday 
evening, “Do Washington Women Flirt?” 
“Have Washington Men and Women Quit 
Blushing?” “A Virginia Lover’s Shot Gun.” 
Let me say that even though such topics 
draw crowds for a while, a heavy price 
must be paid in ministerial dignity and 
church character for the crowds they draw. 
It may be said by some that preachers do 
not discuss these subjects even though they 
announce them, but present some gospel 
theme under these catchy captions. If that 
be so, then the preacher has schemed, and 
tricked the people into coming, and even 
fair-minded worldly men would condemn 
such sculduggery as belittling, dishonest, 
untruthful, and full of wickedness. The 
preacher who, for the sake of getting a 
hearing, announces that he will preach on 
“How Jonah Lost His Umbrella,” and then 
discusses another subject under that cap- 
tion, is not in the youthful George Wash- 
ington class. Such a preacher may deliver 
ever so helpful a message, and by it some 
may be led to a better life, but it yet re- 
mains true that the people came under false 
pretenses, and were tricked into attendance. 
But the harm is not found alone in the 
trick, the falsehood, and the loss of dignity, 
it demands of the preacher a steady decline 
from the high and lofty themes of the gos- 
pel, to the catchpenny methods of the fakir. 
A preacher who had resorted to this sensa- 
tional topic method finding his crowd leaving 
him, and the self-respecting people of the 
community turning against him, went so far 
in his downward course to announce as his 
theme for a certain Sunday evening, “Four 
Kisses at the Baptist Church by the Pas- 





* A chapter from a new book on THE CHURCH by 
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tor.” Such sensationalism is a shame to 
the high calling of the gospel minister, and . 


should be put out of the synagogue with a 


scourge. 


2. Another Form of Sensationalism Is 
Ludicrous Pulpit Methods. 


I do not mean by these the Jumping Jack, 
nor the clown method, nor any other boor- 
ish, capering, prancing way. Sometimes the 
pulpit is an opportunity for queer antics, 
oddity of manner, course jokes, and rude 
witticism, but I do not mean these. There 
is a real place for humor in the pulpit, as 
I shall show later on, but the pulpit clown, 
and clerical montebank do vastly more harm 
than good, even though they preach the gos- 
pel. But what I mean is the way some 
modern preachers decorate their pulpits. 
Some years ago a preacher was to have the 
barbers of the city present on a certain oc- 
casion. To show them how up-to-date he 
was he had his pulpit decorated with barber 
chairs, razors, cups, etc., in short, he stood 
in a barber shop, the laughing stock of the 
men he sought to entertain. They knew 
more about barber shops than he did, and 
spent six days in the week in them, and now 
this up-to-date preacher feasted their eyes 
upon them on the seventh. Following this 
method, wash-tubs and clothes lines should 
form the background of the pulpit when 
preaching to laundrymen. A stable and an- 
other donkey on the platform would look 
well, should horse dealers be invited to at- 
tend in a body. A preacher called of God 
to warn men of death, hell, and the judg- 
ment resorting to such methods calls for 
no uncertain condemnation from those who 
have followed their Master’s way of pro- 
claiming the “Good News.” The tendency 
is from bad to worse until the church be- 
comes a playhouse, and entertainment is 
substituted for worship. 


38. Another Form of Sensationalism Is 


the Assaulting of Fundamental Truth. 


Sensational preachers often really assault 
the evils of the day, and they should be 
commended for it, but more often than we 
know in these latter days, the real founda- 
tions of the church are being assaulted. The 
advocacy of modern times, modern methods, 
modern service, modern everything is a 
form of sensationalism which may in the 
end, to say the least, destroy the faith of 
some and strew the highway of life with 
wreck and ruin. The miraculous, the super- 
natural, the spiritual, the almost everything 
that was once accepted as sacred truth is 
now being held up to ridicule, criticism, and 
condemnation. It is indeed time for faith- 
ful men to stand gvard at the door of the 
sanctuary, and demand of every man who 
would become a shepherd in Israel to give 
proof of his ministry. 

In this age when sensationalism is promi- 
nent everywhere; when nerves are strung 
to the highest tension; when life is one un- 
broken round of change and excitement, 
there is greater need than ever before for a 
message in direct contrast to the daily tem- 
per, experience, and grind; a message of 
love direct from God, and such a message 
can only be found where Spurgeon found 
it; where Finney found it; where Whitefield 
found it; where Moody found it; where 
many preachers and evangelists are finding 
it to-day; a message of strength and peace 
in the “unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
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BUT THERE IS A FORM OF SENSATIONALISM 
THAT SHOULD NOT BE CONDEMNED 


A single illustration of this statement 
will suffice. In the days of Henry Ward 
Beecher’s popularity, a gentleman of rare 
taste and great ability, and who was averse 
to all manner of sensationalism, attended 
his service for the first and only time. He 
says, “I do not remember his text, but I do 
vividly remember several of his dramatic 
periods. In the course of his sermon he 
used the expression, ‘Grinding out propo- 
sitional dogmas,’ and as he was uttering 
the words he stepped to the right side of 
the little desk and went through the motions 
of turning an imaginary crank, as though 
he were grinding something, and then many 
in the audience laughed. I should not have 
been able to remember that phrase so long 
if it had not been for the dramatic illustra- 
tion. It made,” said this gentleman, “an 
indelible impression.” This same man tells 
that in the same sermon in speaking of the 
element of mercy in true justice, the preach- 
er illustrated his thought by saying that 
when he was a lad, and was in a dirty and 
disordered condition one day, his sister took 
him in hand and put him in good order and 
appearance again. He said his sister was 
“seeking for traces of beauty” in him, and 
then with a twinkle in his eye he ran his 
right hand through his hair and said, “I 
hope she found them.” “Had it not been,” 
said the gentleman, “for that dramatic ac- 
tion, I would not have continued to this day 
to remember both the words and the point 
he was making.” In this dramatic realm 
some men are master hands, others can do 
nothing and it is unwise for them to try. It 
would not be advisable for all preachers to 
try to be humorists in the pulpit for they 
might succeed. 


This element so valuable in Henry Ward 


Beecher was not only dramatic, it was 
humorous, and the preacher who possesses 
real humor seldom fails to interest, instruct, 
inspire, and help his hearers. No man can 
tell what it is; it has never yet been ana- 
lyzed; try to mold it into a definition and it 
rebels and runs away; try to force it into 
a contrast and it disappears. Humor is not 
buffoonery; it is pathos; it is sympathy; it 
is optimism; it is soul bubbling over with 
fellowship. We have two great American 
citizens, the very names of whom stir every 
heart to its depth—Washington, Lincoln. 
Washington’s character, heroism, and at- 
tainments, demand loyalty and love, and yet 
honest old Abe, with his smiling face and 
twinkling eye enframed in lines of serious 
anxiety wins our love, our admiration, and 
our loyalty in a way that Washington is 
powerless to command. Washington, we are 
told, was deficient in humor, but Lincoln 
could not make a gesture, open his mouth, 
cross his legs, or say “That reminds me,” 
without opening up the fountain of humor 
that bubbled in his heart. Humor, like the 
watering-cart on a city street, lays the dust, 
cools the atmosphere, and leaves all happier 
than it found it, and which will be remem- 
bered for many a grateful moment after 
the cart itself has been lost to sight and 
sound around the corner. Do not con- 
found humor with sensationalism, nor 
with antic cutting in the pulpit. It is 
none of these, nor is it like them. They are 
of their father, the devil; humor is heaven 
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born and heaven bred, for God Himself shall 
laugh at the desolation of the wicked. Kin- 
dred to these elements of pulpit power, and 
far, too, from sensationalism, is that of sur- 
prise; taking the audience unawares, as did 
Paul at Athens by his quick, adroit refer- 
ence to the altar to agnosticism—the shrine 
of the unknown—on which he immediately 
inscribed the name of the true God. An old 
Scotch preacher read for his text one day, 
“T can do all things.” Stepping a little away 
from the pulpit, he said, “Paul, I’ll bet a 
penny you are mistaken.” That sentence 
secured the attention of his audience, when 
he proceeded to read the remainder of the 
text, “through Christ who strengtheneth 
me,” and then said, “Paul, had ye bet, I 
should have lost.” This, like humor, is not 
sensationalism, not even akin to it in the 
remotest sense, and the man who can turn 
the sharp corners, do the unexpected thing, 
say the unlooked-for word, awaken interest 
by surprising us when he speaks, is the man 
whom the King delighteth to honor. How 
often throughout the public discourses of 
Jesus, it is stated that the people were 
astonished at his doctrine. They were sur- 
prised at the turns he made, at the method 
he employed, and certainly it is well for his 
ambassadors to follow his example. It 
would be a surprise to some congregations 
did their pastors preach the gospel; to oth- 
ers if theirs should preach a new sermon, or 
discuss a living issue. This, my brethren, 
is not sensational preaching, it is playing 
upon a few of the many thousand chords 
which vibrate in that wonderful harp we 
call life. 


And let me emphasize tremendously, if I 
am able, the fact that preaching calls for an 
expression of mental and soul force up to 
the limit of the preacher’s capability. The 
tone of his voice, the emphasis he puts upon 
his words, the flash of his eye, and the 
movement of his body, all tell upon the 
life of those who hear. If a man shoula 
make love in an ordinary tone and indiffer- 
ent spirit, his sweetheart would laugh him 
to scorn. Should a man cry Fire, or Mur- 
der, in an ordinary tone of voice nobody 
would respond to his cry. Should a mad 
dog be loose in the highway, who would not 
cry out, who would not shout, and scream, 
and yell. Turn a lion, or a viper loose in 
the community and hear the uproar, and 
yet when it comes to telling of the love of 
God; to warning men against the fire of 
an endless hell; of a murderer whose bloody 
hands have reeked through all the centu- 
ries; of a poison more suttle, more sure 
than that of the mad dog, or serpent; of 
a power that crushes, ruins, and devours 
more dreadfully than does the lion, the 
watchman upon the wall must be genteel, 
very polite, sweet-toned, and modest-man- 
nered. It would be sensationalism to cut 
up antics, to play the clown, to cut gym- 
nastics while crying fire.or murder, but it 
would be mighty good, common sense to put 
some vim in the movement, some strain into 
the voice, and some intensity into the cry. 
Mawkish, clownish antics when dealing with 
sin and salvation, are sensational, but ear- 
nestness, intensity, and fervor, or expres- 
sions of interest, are forces that win. 


THE PREACHING THAT WINS 


Were 
head 


Not the preaching that draws. 
a preacher to stand on his 
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when he pronounced the benediction, 
that would draw, but it would not 
win. Were he to wear one trousers leg 
made of blue and the other of red, that 
would draw, but it wouldn’t win. Were he 
to dance a jig in the pulpit, or kiss the pret- 
tiest old maid in the audience, that would 
draw, but it wouldn’t win. It would be sen- 
sational enough for even modern life, but 
it would lack the power to win men from 
sin to God. 

It is as true now as ever in the history 
of the world that souls are hungering for 
the bread of life. The Greeks are still say- 
ing, “Sirs, we would see Jesus,” and peni- 
tent men are still saying, “What must we 
do to be saved?” and the preacher mistakes 
his calling, tramples upon his commission, 
and violates .his most sacred obligation, 
when he fails to present Jesus Christ and 
point the way to Him. All too often stones 
are given for bread, and scorpions palmed 
off for eggs. Preachers of Paul’s stamp 
scorn the preaching that shuts the Bible as 
if it were of no use, and then emphasize 
philosophy, systems of ethics, popular lit- 
terature, signs of the times, the social 
and political problems of the age, or the 
needs of modern civilization, while Jesus 
knocks for admittance and the Holy Spirit 
pleads for the life. No, my brethren, it is 
not sensational preaching the world needs, 
it is sensible preaching. 

There is room, I grant, in the pulpit for 
reference to the events of the day, but it 
should be subordinate to the great theme of 
the gospel. Many preachers act upon the as- 
sumption that discussions on public ques- 
tions excite more interest and draw larger 
crowds than the old truths of the gospel. 
“Swat the Fly,” “Gather Up Sticks and 
Stones From the Highway,” become sweet 
subjects to some preachers, while the call 
to repentance, and the announcement of His 
resurrection are forgotten. Why is it so? For 
the simple reason that such preachers are 
more at home with current events than 
they are with the truths of the Bible. They 
read the newspapers more than they do the 
law of heaven and earth. The preach- 
er who knows more of the fringe 
and the frame of the Bible than he 
does about its living truth and its burn- 
ing heart, who attracts the crowd by the 
discussion of sensational themes, and the 
passing questions of the day, is destined at 
no distant period to lose his place in the 
realm of moral teaching. When the gospel 
is vitally preached, the people are as much 
interested as they ever were. It is the 
freshest and most attractive theme men 
have ever handled. The preacher who is 
filled with the Holy Spirit of God, and has 
his gospel interpreted to him from above, 
tells the old story of the Cross and the res- 
urrection of the Christ with irresistible 
power and charm. What the people really 
turn from are sermons on religion by 
men who do not understand religion. The 
half converted, unconsecrated, intellectual 
preacher with a smattering of higher crit- 
icism, and a desire for social heroism, un- 
dertaking to interpret. infinite love and its 
call to repentance, makes but a “sorry” out 
of it at best. A weary, tired heart went not 
long ago to hear a returned missionary, 
saying over and over, he can tell me where 
to find comfort. The returned missionary 
(Concluded on Page 13) 
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The old Jewish rabbi, when he said that 
“God could not be everywhere, so made 
mothers,’ may on first thought appear to 
some persons as using a rather irreverent 
form of expression about the Supreme Be- 
ing’s omnipresence. Nevertheless, it was a 
great tribute of praise to the creative wis- 
dom, as probably that individual measured 
the moral status of motherhood by his own 
or other Jewish mothers, who practiced 
very rigidly the ceremonial law in the up- 
bringing of their children. Hence, he con- 
sidered them amply endowed with the neces- 
sary qualities of mind and heart for fitting 
into that special sphere in life. 


The poet, too, seems to have caught the 
note of admiration, when he says: 
Honor to women, as to them it is given 


To garland the earth with the roses of 
heaven. 


Another one has said: 


Only one link is to us all a never-failing 


ond. 
Only one thought of time’s recall makes all 
the world respond. 
Dear ties there are that knit us close, as 
parent, friend, or brother; 
But God a universal chose in the dear name 
of mother. 


Woman was the crowning act of crea- 
tion; but to motherhood was left a fuller 
development of the inherent virtues of her 
sex. And the home in primitive ages was 
evidently meant to be the chief center of 
her influence; and from which circle would 
radiate a pure atmosphere on the larger 
community life. Her sons and daughters 
would there receive the training in industry, 
and the principles of the Golden Rule, that 
would necessarily have to be perpetuated on 
a much larger scale, as time with an in- 
creasing population and complex responsi- 
bilities rolled along. 

Hence with but few exceptions, the wom- 
en of even God’s elect people were scarcely 
known outside of the tents of Israel, only 
as the mothers of men, men who performed 
all the really notable acts. 


Solomon’s ideal womanhood, whose price 
he set above rubies, belonged strictly to the 
domestic type, and as a reward for her 
faithfulness, he said that her children would 
arise up and call her blessed. But long 
before that period in the world’s history 
the complications of wickedness had set in 
with such a strong under-current that it 
required more than the one-sided intelli- 
gence of men to combat the evil thereof. 
Consequently as time moved along, increas- 
ing the necessity for giving a wider scope 
to the alert faculties bestowed upon women 
for meeting emergencies, they were occas- 
sionally acknowledged as helpful in shaping 
the character of the nations after the God- 
honoring pattern outlined in the good Book, 
by men in varied positions of authority. 

Among those considered worthy of 
special mention, who like the stars of first 
magnitude in the Galaxy, are few in num- 
bers, there is Anna the Prophetess, Deborah, 
and Queen Esther, whose brave deed in be- 


half of her people, without other merit, en- 
titled her to high rank as a benefactor of 
the Jewish nation. 
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MOTHERS 


Then Ruth was noted for her filial devo- 
tion as well as her industry; both charac- 
teristics being later on exemplified in the 
life of the Savior, of whom she was in the 
direct line of His ancestry—the House of 
David. 

Rachel, too, must certainly have been a 
character of worth and great interest, to 
have induced Jacob to have served a second 
term of seven years that he might obtain 
her hand in marriage. Then, as the mother 
of Joseph and Benjamin, her name has been 
held in becoming reverence centuries after 
her body and costly sepulchre have crum- 
bled back to earth. f 

The Queen of Sheba’s visit to the court of 
Solomon not only proclaimed abroad his 
magnificence, but it likewise evidenced her 
own mental fitness to rule over another na- 
tion. And her name has been passed on 
to present-day notice as one of the few who 
occupied a position of precedence over men. 

But when Christ, the Day Star of Hope, 
through His birth of an earthly mother, 
brought honor upon all womankind possess- 
ing a responsive attitude for ethical im- 
provement, they were uplifted from their 
comparative state of bondage to a diviner 
birthright and from thence forward clearer 
perceptions prevailed relating to their many 
possibilities for usefulness along the path- 
way of life. 

Motherhood had been giving to the East- 
ern world a large population of the race of 
normal value in physical and mental status 
—veritable giants, whose brains and brawn 
had fitted them to both build up and pull 
down, the walls of Jericho. Yet in those 
days, and even now, in this more advanced 
age in progressive thought, too much of the 
moral responsibility rests with those who 
have not proven by results their superior 
intellect or tact for keeping in restraint the 
propensities detrimental to a high standard 
of national character. 

For many years we have retained a vivid 
remembrance of two pictures, each one evi- 
dently done by a master hand at human por- 
traiture, giving the extreme views of how 
love and fear leave their respective impress 
on the countenance. The artist’s trained 
eye and hand had seemingly reached per- 
fection in the delineation of character. As 
the mutual love, which a Canadian author 
has so truthfully named the “Greatest thing 
in the world,” was so impressively depicted 
in the first scene, by finely-drawn lines of 
the features and tender embrace of the 
Madonna and her divine Child. It was so 
beautiful that it held a large crowd of ad- 
miring visitors entranced by its superior 
loveliness: It was like a heavenly vision 
transcribed on canvas, a wonderful mental 
mirror flashing on the human comprehen- 
sion a conception of the real value of a 
truly devoted motherhood, and as_ the 
“sweet story of old” was revived to mem- 
ory in all of its soul-thrilling relations, it 
seemed as if history should repeat itself— 
aye, be excelled by a greater response to the 
claim on our adoration, and services in 
spreading abroad tidings of the marvelous 
power of salvation to a sin-deluged world. 


The other picture was a home scene, too, 
where the lash in the hand of an infuriated 
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wine-bibber evidently was the only method 
ever used for enforcing obedience, regard- 
less, too, of justice or future consequences. 

The unkempt hair and garments of the 
sullen-visaged parents and neglected son, 
did discredit to their industry and gave 
little hope for a better future for their 
child. As the prophetic lines were plainly 
written on the face of the delinquent boy, 
of a character hardened and prone to avenge 
itself against a world that had revealed to 
him no tender emotions from its sin-scarred 
surface. 

It was truly a warning on canvas, taken 
from the realities of slum life, that cannot 
be safely ignored by any responsible person, 
whose influence must to some extent count 
in shaping the weal or woe of our homes 
and nation. For though the grist that we 
send to the mill may sometimes be slow in 
returning, yet time is sure to bring along 
the compensations, or retribution, each one 
has earned. The same measure of good or 
evil that we mete to others will be returned 
to us in like measure. 

It has been remarked by a worldly-wise 
observer, that “Opportunity knocks once at 
every man’s door.” But we need not think 
a second time to know that many have fail- 
ed to grasp it with the energetic alacrity 
that will either tend towards the improve- 
ment of their own conditions in life, or 
bring to pass great moral issues beneficial 
to the whole world. 


But to mothers the door of opportunity is 
always open for making lasting impressions 
on the plastic minds of their children, in 
favor of principles necessary for giving 
permanency to the higher ideals of home 
and country. It may never be the kind of 
opportunity that will bring them wide- 
spread fame, or other worldly aggrandise- 
ment, but it will bring honor to their own 
homes, and a better future citizenship to 
the nation, which should be considered as 
any country’s most valued asset. 

Every day and every~hour within the 
charmed circle of the world’s future re- 
cruits, the unwritten law of love and kind- 
ness, may find expression from the mothers 
—whose well-balanced minds have perceived 
the truth, and have decided to help God in 
His own appointed way, make all things 
work together for the good of the children. 
Yes, “all things,” and all things mean more 
than mere haphazard forms of speech imply, 
especially when passed on to us filled with 
promise and an inspirational significance. 

As the old, yet ever new, Christlike les- 
sons make the temporalities of earth of only 
a secondary importance, compared with the 
higher nature, the purifying evidence should 
find expansion until no limited number of 
individual homes can compass the virtues 
that will overflow in all branches of com- 
munity life. Each act may seem insignifi- 
cant in trend, yet, like little pebbles casting 
rippling waves on the sea, they will not 
cease their influence this side of the nether- 
most shore. Water may not, cannot, rise 
above the level of its fountain-head, without 
hydraulic pressure, but there are no limita- 
tions to the upward tendency of a truly 
Christian mother’s influence for good. 


Earthbound they they may be, physically 
speaking, yet the consecrated mind and 
heart will unconsciously lead others toward 
the mountaintop of the Holy One. Yes, 
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golden opportunities are opening up to 
women as never before, though that does 
not necessarily include the full privileges 
of the franchise as an aid in carrying for- 
ward great humanitarian and religious en- 
terprises. 

Higher education has wrought wonders in 
broadening women’s mental perspective, 
and opening up avenues for increased use- 
fulness. Hence, instead of chasing after 
fashion fads, the sensible minded from all 
ranks in life are joining hands in following 
after some noble ideal, that will help to 
make the oncoming hosts into better citizens 
—more conscientious men and women in 
the discharge of their moral and electoral 
obligations. 

Intelligent conviction will win, good-inten- 
tioned men in favor of extending the fran- 
chise much sooner than the intimidating tac- 
tics of any number of half-insane militant 
suffragettes. As the wonderful success 
achieved along many of the professional 
and other newly-tried pursuits, requiring 
brainy activity, has made men wake up 
and put a greater value on an influence 
that is going to count for the future benefit 
of the race. 

Prison walls can be made strong enough to 
confine behind them the foolhardy seekers 
after a fame that is impoverished in noble 
aims. But no man-made laws of this pres- 
ent age can long prevent the subtle onflow 
of intelligence from permeating every con- 
dition of life in this mundane sphere. 

Then, with such inherent possibilities 
within the reach of women, the slowness of 
even a few to respond to the deeper claims 
of sex exaltation is to be greatly regretted, 
as it is, by thus disregarding opportunities, 
that many grand and long-needed reforma- 
tions have been impeded. 

Many tributes have been paid to the hero- 
ism of the Pilgrim Fathers, whom to escape 
persecution came to America nearly three 
hundred years ago, and from the wilder- 
ness hewed out independent homes for them- 
selves and families. And they deserved 
credit, and the mothers, too, though little 
has been said in their praise, for the forti- 
tude with which they met the hardships and 
loneliness of pioneer life. As while sharing 
in the drawbacks, their own forced touch of 
optimism was often the only strand that 
kept the fathers, husbands, and sons from 
losing their grip on hope. And we, in this 
remote age of advanced civilization, can 
scarcely realize the courage needed by those 
women whose hands were tied to cradle 
duties, while howling wolves or stalking 
bands of Indians made both day and night 
periods of inconvenience, fear, and dismal 
foreboding. Then, later on, during the per- 
iod of the American Revolution, the heritage 
of the sons and daughters was little better 
than that of their forefathers of Plymouth 
Rock fame. As frequent visitations from 
great gangs of marauding guerrillas for a 
time terrorized lonely homes and remote 
settlements. 


The Daughters of the Republic have at 
last waked up from a comfortable siesta, 
and are in an unique way voicing the 
universal sentiment, “It is high time 
American mothers were receiving credit, 
long overdue.” They are not only com- 
memorating the deliverance of the Puritan 
posterity from the incidental hardships of 


a young nation, but are showing their pride 
of parentage by a protection of the histor- 
ical spot of the Mayflower landing its hu- 
man cargo in the year 1620. And also many 
other landmarks and relics, made dear to 
their hearts through ancestral association. 

Fair Canada, too, can boast of a host of 
grand pioneer mothers, who have faced 
great trials with a brave front, not exceed- 
ed by the “Noble Six Hundred.” 

Moral issues, too, have and ever will, de- 
mand decision of character for meeting the 
exigencies of life, as every deflection from 
duty will give the emissaries of evil a 
stronger influence for the ruthless destruc- 
tion of a nation’s manhood. The early 
mothers could only put a candle in the win- 
dow to guide their wayward husbands or 
sons,.coming from the village tavern to 
their solitary homes. But thanks are due 
to Him who giveth rewards to the faithful, 
that the Christian women of to-day are 
leading a torchlight procession along the 
high road of moral sentiment, to victory. 

The pioneer temperance advocates of 
Ohio, through harmonizing their deeds with 
their prayers, started a campaign that put 
a discount on the premiums offered for the 
men folk in their homes. They seized the 
golden opportunity with willing hearts and 
ready action, that made a rift in the dark 
cloud overshadowing that otherwise pros- 
perous State. And it still largely depends 
on the women’s attitude toward the drink 
traffic what shall be its final fate. May the 
death knell soon ring over this fair land, 
with no chance of resurrection. 

We might very properly appropriate in 
this temperance campaign the inspiriting 
charge of the late President Lincoln to the 
Northern soldiers in the Civil War service. 
“Your cause is a just one,” he said. “Then 
by a noble defense of the right, make it a 
memorable one.” Another one of the noted 
statesmen of the American Republic ad- 
vised the students of the military academy 
to “press onward to a high goal.” “Be not 
satisfied with anything less than making 
your record felt, as ‘sample American 
men.’ ” 

The world needs more sample mothers; 
mothers whose teaching and prayers have so 
impressed her boys to manhood grown, that 
as one once remarked to me that when 
tempted to go into the saloon business his 
mother’s prayers and his early pledge of 
total abstinence held him from it. And I 
cannot otherwise think that if there was 
more of that careful religious restraint and 
teaching ingrained into the plastic mind of 
childhood, from infancy up to maturity, 
there would be fewer criminal cases before 
our courts of justice. And instances of 
“man’s inhumanity to man” that is turning 
countless millions of homes into scenes of 
mourning, because of the atrocities perpe- 
trated in the war zone would be rarer, too. 
The need for reform in personal example 
and more careful training of our youth is 
widespread; as the saying is a true one, 
that, “As the twig is bent the tree grows.” 


There has been too much reliance placed — 


on mere human methods to accomplish last- 
ing results in benevolent work. Much talk 
and conventional forms of activity, and too 
little value placed on prayer by the individ- 
ual worker. God is the supreme Ruler over 
all issues, and has given us the open door of 
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prayer, where all may enter His holy sanc- 
tury and receive the promised blessing on 
the cause of right. 

Frances Willard’s entire arduous life- 
work reached sublimer heights through the 
encouraging prayers of her devoted mother. 
And even after her death she has still been 
speaking to us, through the beautiful life 


and valued work of her consecrated daugh- 
ter. | 


Mary Livermore, too, as she circled the 
world with her famed Polygot Petition, said 
that she constantly felt the safe-guarding 
influence of her deceased mother’s example 
and prayers. 


I think it was Tennyson, who said 
“Prayer has wrought more for the world 
than it knows thereof.” And the wonderful 
distinction that has come to the mothers of 
men, through ennobled characters like John 
Wesley, Norman McCloud, Dr. Livingstone, 
President Lincoln, and scores of others, 
have borne testimony to mothers’ teaching 
made effectual through prayer. 


' It was the prayer-habit learned by the 
late Neal Dow, at his mother’s knee, that 
helped him to endure Civil War imprison- 
ment, and to achieve great temperance re- 
forms in his native State—the State of 
Maine. He possessed true nobility of char- 
acter, and though long since dead, yet his 
record is still speaking volumes for his hu- 
manitarian deeds and the simplicity of his 
consecrated life. And when the end drew 
near, at the “even it was light,” as his last 
words, “I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to 
take,” were expressive of his perfect faith, 
even down to the closing chapter, when his 
redeemed spirit took its flight to the realms 
of the blest. 

Yes, 
“Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath 

The Christian’s native air; ; 


His watchword at the gate of death; 
We will enter heaven by prayer.” 


E. E. PErcy. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SENSATIONAL PREACHING 
(Continued From Page 11) 

talked about the good that children could 
do by picking up the sticks off the public 
highway, and of the many little ministries 
within their reach, and the poor tired soul 
that had gone to the sanctuary to see Jesus, 
never had as much as a glimpse of Him. 

Depend upon it that when the gospel 
is sincerely and vitally preached, it is 
to-day, as it ever has been, and forever 
will be, the world’s greatest need, and 
preachers’ greatest theme. 


You reap what you sow—not something 
else, but that. An act of love makes the 
soul more loving. A deed of humbleness 
deepens humbleness. The thing reaped is 
the very thing sown, multiplied a hundred- 
fold. You have sown the seed of life, you 
reap life everlasting—F. W. Robertson. 


There is no royal road to anything. One 
thing at a time, all things in succession. 
That which grows fast, withers as rapidly; 
that which grows slow, endures.—J/. G. Hol- 
land. 
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Religious Agencies Cooperating in the War, 
and Their Plans 


Rev. William P. Merrill, president of the 
American Branch of the World Alliance 
for Promoting International Friendship 
Through the Churches, says: 

As the United States enters the great 
war, the forces of the nation are mobilizing 
for the conflict. What is the place of the 
Church in this hour of crisis and danger? 
It is to spiritualize the nation; to keep the 
war a conflict for righteousness, liberty, 
and democracy; to hearten and encourage 
the men who go to the front, and their loved 
ones at home; to build a greater Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, consisting of millions who, 
while fighting, will love their enemies; 
to wage this war with the determination to 
make an end of war; to so hate war as to 
be restrained in its glorification, noble as is 
this conflict, lest the hold of war upon the 
imagination of our youth be strengthened; 
to give itself unstintedly to the relief of the 
suffering at home and abroad, which the 
war has brought and will yet bring upon 
the world. ; 

One very earnest desire of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica is to keep the Church in touch with the 
war and the soldier. Not that it approves 
of the war, but it must not neglect its duty. 
The war is on. America is in it, our sons 
are enlisted, and they must have such care 
and sympathy from the Church, the Sun- 
day-school, the Christian Endeavor Society, 
and other like organizations as they can 
bring to them. The task is a difficult one, 
but must be undertaken and made effective 
to the limit of the Church’s ability and op- 
portunity. For the Church to neglect her 
ministry to the boy in service would be to 
make herself reprehensible in his thought 
forever. It is well known and deeply ap- 
preciated that the soldiers take very kindly 
to the ministries of religion. It is a seri- 
ous business this, keeping companionship 
with death and washing one’s hands in 
blood. Eternity, judgment, and character 
become vitally real to such, and the kindly 
thought of the praying ones at home is a 
real comfort to them as they face the facts 
and horrors of war. 

The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America has within its cooper- 
ative bodies the following-named organiza- 
tions, and others, the names of which do 
not now occur to the writer. 

International Committee of Young Men’s 
Christian Association, 

National Board of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, 

American Bible Society, 

The Foreign Mission Board of the United 
States and Canada, 

The Home Missions Council, 

The Women’s Home Mission Council, 

The Red Cross Association, 

And others. 

It is the purpose and the plan of the 
Red Cross to care in every possible way, 
and by the most scientific methods, for the 


lacerated bodies of the wounded men, and, . 


in any way open to it, comfort and cheer 
the suffering and dying. The American 
Bible Society has planned to put a copy of 
the New Testament Scriptures into the 
pocket of each American uniform, so mak- 
ing it a part of the soldier’s equipment for 
service. 


“A War Program for Christian Endeav- 
or,” prepared by Daniel A. Poling, and giv- 
en in the Christian Endeavor’ Department 
of THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY (issue 
of May 24) so thoroughly covers the entire 
field and so fully suggests lines of Chris- 
tian activities, that churches, Sunday- 
schools, Christian Endeavor Societies, 
Men’s Brotherhoods, and other organiza- 
tions of the Christians need no clearer in- 
struction. The particular line of activity 
and the details of doing are not as im- 
portant as the doing itself. Our churches, 
and all their auxiliaries, should plan at 
once to get in touch with the boy in khaki, 
and keep in touch with him until he falls 
in the conflict, or returns to his home. And 
should he fall in battle, the Church should 
seek to comfort the sorrowing ones at home, 
and bind up the wounds made in the hearts 
of the mourners. In the final adjustment of 
the war, the Church must be heard, and the 
force with which she shall then speak will 
be determined by what she does now. The 
Church must not fail in her kindly minis- 
trations under the stress and strain of 
battle; she must kneel and pray and then 
up and on to where the bleeding, the suffer- 
ing, and the dying await her coming and 
long for the touch of her gentle hand. The 
churches of the Christians can find a means 
of expression through any of the channels 
of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, and pastors, Sunday- 
school superintendents, Christian Endeavor 
presidents, and other officers of the church 
should write to Rev. Charles S. Macfarland, 
D. D., 612 United Charities Building, 105 
East 22d St., New York, N. Y., General 
Secretary of the Council, for printed in- 
structions and suggestions as to the field 
and its needs. The Churches of Christ in 
America are entering the conflict under the 
leadership of the Federal Council, in the 
spirit of unity and with a spirit of devotion, 
loyalty, and love, which will enable them 
to speak and do as they could not speak 
and do singly, or even in smaller groups. The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America has come to the Kingdom for 
such a time as this, so that while the men, 
whose fathers upheld the patriotism of 
Washington, and the wisdom of Lincoln, 
and who bore the sword and the musket 
in the armies of Grant and Lee, shall offer 
themselves to the tempest of shot and shell, 
the men and women in whose lives is the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ must do their bit 
in alleviating the suffering of the soldier 
and make it possible to speak with 
force and emphasis when the time shall 
come to plan for conditions which shall 
promise that war shall be no more. If de- 
mocracy is to be assured and universal 
peace a reality, they must come by the ap- 
plication of the principles of Jesus Christ 
to human society, and that application must 
be made by the Church, and poorly and in- 
effectively shall the application be made in 
the adjustment, if she fails to apply then 
the service. 

, J. F. BURNETT. 
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WHERE GOD HAS WRITTEN 
BY CHARLES M. JONES 


Jehovah mountain tablets took 
For His majestic Law; 

Inscribed this adamantine Book 

The while His fickle tribes forsook 

The pledge they made when Sinai shook, 
And Israel stood in awe. 


The Most High’s right hand wrote once 
more: 
His judgments that appal 
Appeared one night in mystic score, 
Transgressors’ maudlin eyes before; 
Words than an empire’s ending bore 
Upon a palace wall. 


The Lord we love wrote on the sand: 
His words foul critics tried; 

Rehearsing then the Law’s demand 

His judgment graciously He planned, 

So penitence might take the hand 
God’s mercy would provide. 


The lifted grandeur of the hills, 
The dwelling doomed to fall, 
The pathway of our sins and ills, 
God writes on each the word He wills; 
A wondrous story that fulfills 
His precious gospel plan. 


Berkeley, California. 


THE LOSS OF FAITH 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Could a worse calamity befall us than to 
lose our faith in God? In no other age has 
unbelief been so widespread as now, and, 
says Paul Desjardins, “Never, I believe, 
have men been more universally sad than 
in the present time.” Like Professor Clif- 
ford, when he exclaimed that the Great 
Companion is dead, multitudes of men find 
life comfortless because faith in the Heay- 
enly Father has departed. 

Andrew Thomson’s words on the curse of 
infidelity are well worth quoting: ‘Where 
is the balm which I may apply with effect 
to my wounded heart, after I have rejected 
the aid of the Almighty Physician? Impose 
upon me whatever hardship you please; 
give me nothing but the bread of sorrow to 
eat; take from me the friends in whom I 
have placed my confidence; lay me in the 
cold hut of poverty, and on the thorny bed 
of disease; set death before me in all its 
terrors; do all this; only let me trust in 
my Savior and ‘pillow my head on the bos- 
om of Omnipotence,’ and I will ‘fear no 
evil;’ I will rise superior to affliction; I will 
‘rejoice in my tribulation.’ But let infidel- 
ity interpose between God and my soul, and 
draw its impenetrable veil over a future 
state of existence, and limit all my trust to 
the creatures of a day, and all my expecta- 
tions to a few years, as uncertain as they 
are short, and how shall I bear up with 
fortitude or with cheerfulness under the 
burden of distress? Or where shall I find 
one drop of consolation to put into the bit- 
ter draught which has been given me to 
drink? I look all over the range of this 
wilderness in which I dwell, but I see not 
‘one covert from the storm, nor one leaf for 
the healing of my soul, nor one cup of cold 
water to refresh me in the weariness and 
the faintings of my pilgrimage. 


Men have a trick of coming up to what 
is expected of them—good or bad.—Jacob 
Riis. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





President Wilson has subscribed for 
a $10,000 liberty loan bond. 


Safe arrival at a Russian port of the 
American commission to Russia, headed by 
Elihu Root, ambassador extraordinary, was 
announced June 8. 


——During the week of June 4 the re- 

union of the Confederate Veterans of the 
Civil War was held in Washington, D. C. 
The parade was reviewed by President Wil- 
son as it passed in front of the White House. 
Oklahoma this year will produce be- 
tween 25,000,000 to 30,000,000 bushels of 
wheat, virtually a normal crop from a pro- 
duction standpoint, according to the month- 
ly crop report issued by the State Board of 
Agriculture. 
Miss Ruth Law, aviatress, will make 
a biplane flight of ten days’ duration in the 
interest of the Liberty Loan campaign, 
dropping literature on several middle west 
and southwestern cities, the start to be 
made June 5. 














Special orders were given government 
officials throughout the country May 30 to 
keep close watch upon meetings at which 
there was likely to be agitation against reg- 
istration under the war army act and pre- 
pare to arrest speakers who encourage 
violations of the law. 

Again U. S. troops were patrolling 
the border while Villa followers were oper- 
ating on the southern bank of the Rio 
Grande, May 80. The Mexicans held a 
border port opposite an American town 
then. Whether Villa was with his follow- 
ers was not known. 


Last tribute was paid June 8 to the 
memory of Colonel William F. Cody (Buf- 
falo Bill), by a vast assemblage, when the 
body of the famous scout and plainsman 
was placed in a vault blasted from solid 
rock on top of Lookout Mountain, twenty 
miles from Denver. More than ten thou- 
sand people attended the ceremonies. 








Eleven provinces of China, including 
the province Chi Li, in which Peking is 
situated, now no longer recognize the 
authority of the Peking government. The 
provisional assembly of Kwang Tung, in 
assuring its loyal support to the president 
and parliament, demands that the military 
governors be dismissed and punished. 





——A tornado twisted into Mineral Point, 
Mo., a village of about 300 inhabitants, May 
80, killed four persons and injured 30, de- 
molished the town, with the exception of the 
schoolhouse, and then moved southward to 
Eye, where a man was killed. Two coaches 
of a train were blown from the track, and 
in the wreckage a conductor and a flagman 
were killed. 


A raid by a squadron of German 
airplanes over the counties of Essex and 
Kent, England, occurred during the week 
of June 4. About sixteen of the German 
airplanes were engaged in the attack, dur- 
ing which bombs were dropped. Two per- 
sons were killed, twenty-nine injured, and 
material damage resulted in residential sec- 
tions. British aviators succeeded in driving 
off the invaders, who lost two of their ma- 
chines. 








United States grand jury returned 
indictments against nine firms and sixteen 
individuals connected with the Chicago but- 
ter and egg board, charging violation of 
the Sherman anti-trust law. The indict- 
ments charged fraudulent manipulation of 
the market to establish an abnormal condi- 
tion and advance eggs *o an unwarranted 
price. 


Hoarding, storage, or destruction of 
food, fuel, or other necessaries of life to 
limit supply or affect prices would be a 
felony under an amendment of the govern- 
ment’s first food bill, adopted in the Senate 
May 31 without a record vote. Violation 
of the section would be punishable by im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary for not less 
than six months nor more than three years. 
Holding by farmers or others of the 
products of land cultivated by them is ex- 
empted. 


—tTwo billion feet of lumber will be 
required within the next year for war pur- 
poses. Sixteen army cantonments will take 
about 500,000,000 feet, the wooden ship- 
building program 400,000,000 feet, navy 
training camps 200,000,000, and aviation 
school cantonments 120,000,000 feet. Small- 
er quantities will be required for army pur- 
poses, gun stocks, and various kinds of mil- 
itary equipment. The lumber committee of 
national defense issued a statement then 
saying there need be no fear that the lum- 
ber market will be badly disturbed. 


——A painting by Raphael has just been 
brought to light in London. A few months 
ago a London picture dealer bought in a 
salesroom a copy of the picture in the Uffizi 
Galleria of Florence, known as Raphael’s 
“Madonna of the Well.” For a long time 
past, it has been known that this Florence 
picture was not actually by Raphael, but a 
copy of a picture presumably lost. The 
present owner has no intention of selling 
the work, but it will shortly be placed as 
a loan exhibit in one of the London public 
galleries. Its market value would probably 
exceed $200,000. 








Prohibition legislation was approved 
June 4 in Washington by the Senate finance 
committee as a new feature of the war tax 
bill. Prohibitive taxes upon distillation of 
whiskey and other spirits for beverage pur- 
poses, with a ban upon their importation, 
were agreed on by a substantial majority 
of the committee. Taxes fixed by the House 
on beer and wines were left unchanged, 
though they have not yet been finally ap- 
proved. General suspension of beverage 
production by distilleries and use of liquor 
now in bonded warehouses probably would 
be the effect of the new tax section if enact- 
ed into a law. Chairman Simmons said that 
manufacture of alcohol for industrial, me- 
chanical, or medicinal purposes would not 
be affected. 


A new tax on parcel-post packages 
of one cent on each twenty-five cents or 
fraction paid by shippers and adoption of 
the same rate for express packages as a 
substitute for the House levy of six per 
cent. upon express transportation, the ship- 
per to pay the tax, is a measure decided 





upon under the war tax bill which is being 
redrafted. The war tax bill had been trim- 
med from $1,800,000,000 to about $1,500,- 
000,000 May 31 and was about ready for re- 
drafting then. In an effort to agree upon 
an equitable tax upon newspapers, maga- 
zines, and other publications now trans- 
ported for one cent a pound, the committee 
arranged for a general conference on Sat- 
urday night, June 2. Congress expects to 
complete its labors by July 1. 


A “forestry regiment,” made up of 
foresters, practical woodsmen, loggers, port- 
able sawmill operators, and othérs experi- 
enced in lumbering operations, for service 
in France, will, it is announced, be raised 
immediately. The Forest Service, at the re- 
quest, of the War Department, will prepare 
plans for the organization and equipment 
of the force and will aid in securing suit- 
able men. The regiment will form a unit 
of the Engineer Corps now being recruited 
to be sent abroad as soon as it can be or- 
ganized and equipped. The organization of 
this regiment is the result of a suggestion 
made by the British Commission. They will 
convert available timber into material suit- 
able for bridges, railroads, trenches, and 
other construction work with the least pos- 
sible waste. 


The birds that live to a great age are 
comparatively few. Gulls have been known 
to reach forty years, parrots frequently live 
eighty years, and swans nearly as long. 
Ravens and owls usually die somewhat 
younger, but there is good reason to be- 
lieve that eagles and falcons sometimes live 
more than one hundred years. Of barnyard 
fowls, ducks and geese live longest. Mr. D. 
MacLachlan, of Islay, Scotland, writes to 
The Field that he has a gander that is now 
sixty-six years old. For forty-five years it 
belonged to the proprietor of a hotel at 
Bridgend, Scotland. Twenty-one years ago 
the father-in-law of the present owner 
bought it. Mr. MacLachlan says that the 
gander looks as well and as young and 
seems as active as it ever did. There is no 
doubt about its age—Youth’s Companion. 








——After one prisoner had been killed, 
eight seriously injured, and several others 
hurt, June 5, during three riotous outbreaks 
at the State prison in Joliet, Illinois, by a 
thousand convicts, a rain-storm drove the 
last 200 of the mutineers to the cellhouse, 
although they had stubbornly refused to 
move before the bayonets of national 
guardsmen sent to quell the outbreak. Fires 
set within the prison buildings destroyed 
the prison-yard buildings, entailing a total 
loss of $200,000. Several other buildings 
were damaged by flames. There were three 
riots during the day. All offenders were 
locked in cells that night. The first dis- 
order came at breakfast, when two hundred 
convicts showed displeasure over an order 
issued that hereafter prisoners could receive 
no visitors except relatives. Shouting dis- 
approval, the men began throwing table- 
ware, breaking furniture, and driving the 
guards to cover. Then later followed the 
setting fire to the buildings. They were 
finally driven to cover by the torrents of 
rain that fell. 
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THE BOY KNEW 
In a recent examination paper for a boy 
clerk’s post was this question: 
“If the Premier and all the members of 
the Cabinet should die, who would officiate?” 
Robert, a boy of fourteen, thought for a 
time, trying in vain to recall who came next 
in succession. At last, however, a happy 
inspiration-came to him and he answered: 
“The undertaker.” 





GOOD SENSE, GOOD PATRIOTISM, 

GOOD RELIGION, GOOD CONDUCT 

A Chinaman, when buying a _ Liberty 
Bond in St. Louis, Missouri, said: “I stick 
to the country I stick in.” Prof. Blackie, 
in his best days in Edinburg, wrote: “Let 
a man stick to the soil that bore him.” That 
spirit reduced to practice would be a whole- 
some thing for preachers, and a patriotic 
thing for citizens. All too many preachers 
fail to stick to the church they stick in, and 
just now some citizens are not sticking to 
the country they stick in, nor to the soil 
that bore them. 


PALMER COLLEGE 

The commencement, and the splendid 
work that made it a possibility, will be re- 
ported in the Educational Department, but 
a brief mention of it here will not be amiss. 
The baccalaureate service occurred on Sun- 
day morning at eleven o’clock, May 27, and 
was well attended by local and visiting peo- 
ple. The splendid auditorium, as reseated 
with large and comfortable opera chairs, 
indicated the work of improvement that has 
been going on for all the years of the pres- 
ent management. Rev. Roy C. Helfenstein, 
D. D., of Urbana, Illinois, gave the bacca- 
laureate sermon, and to say that it was 
worthy the man and the occasion would be 
limiting the writer’s conception of it, for 
the fact is, it was worthy any man and any 
occasion within the possibilities of college 
life. The doctor’s style of delivery, his 
forceful expressions, the eloquence of his 
gestures, the logic of his reasoning, the 
saneness of his conclusions, and the spirit 
of his life all flow out in splendid and ap- 
pealing harmony when he is before an audi- 
ence. The music, not only for this hour, 
but throughout all the exercises, was of the 
best, and those who trained the musicians 
during the school period are worthy of all 
congratulations, in which the players and 
singers should also share. The commence- 
ment address was given on Wednesday ev- 
ening, by Rev. Dr. Coile, of Marysville, Mo. 
It was a strong address and an eloquent 
appeal for young men and women to set for 
their lives a goal far enough into the future 
to give them an opportunity to develop their 
lives as they strive to reach it. The speak- 
er pointed out the danger of reaching the 
goal too soon, and settling down too early 
in life, and being content with doing things 
which do not represent life’s ability. 
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I wish it might be remembered by all 
who may read this that all that was done 
in the few days of commencement week was 
but representative of the work that had 
been done by the school during the months 
and years that are gone. Had there not 


. been faithful service rendered by good and 


efficient instructors, and had there not been 
study and devotion by loyal and worthy 
students, commencement week could not 
have been. I should like to have it remem- 
bered, too, that Palmer College needs help 
from without. Money, prayers, students, 
sympathy, and loyal patronage will bring 
the school to its rightful place in the College 
Association of the State, and make it 
worthy its name and its mission, and to 
withhold these things from it is to make its 
life miserable, its service a burden, and its 
end a failure. Men of means! Men of 
money! as God hath prospered you, remem- 
ber Palmer College, of Albany, Missouri, 
AND REMEMBER IT NOW. 





WESTERN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 

The Western Christian Convention met 
with the First Christian church, Albany, 
Mo., on Monday morning, May 28, and clos- 
ed its work on Thursday forenoon of the 
same week. The sessions of the Conven- 
tion were held in the college buildings, and, 
while not generally representative of the 
field, were largely enough attended to give 
character to its work and emphasis to its 
utterances. The work of the Convention will 
be reported by the Secretary, John J. Kyle, 
whose accuracy, faithfulness, and gentle, 
Christian life, make him not only an officer 
of ability, but a brother in service. Rev. 
David M. Helfenstein, D. D., presided 
throughout the entire time—always prompt, 
always courteous, always considerate, al- 
ways brotherly, always serious—Doctor 
Helfenstein gives to the Convention a spirit 
of love and fellowship ‘which makes im- 
possible some things which might otherwise 
enter into its work. 


The devotional periods which occurred at 
the beginning of the forenoon sessions were 
fraught with spiritual power and were filled 
with the Word of life. The subjects con- 
sidered and the plans adopted covered quite 
fully the field of our work throughout the 
entire body of our people. Education, Mis- 
sions, Christian Endeavor, Denominational 
Interests, Publications, etc., received a full 
measure of time and discussion and not one 
of us all who attended who was not 
strengthened in Christian character and in- 
tensified in devotion to the field we occupy. 
When one thinks of the field and the task 
of this Convention, one is simply appalled. 
All the vast territory west of the Mississip- 
pi River—lIowa, Kansas, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, Wyoming, Washington, etc., and 
within all that vast and valuable territory 
we scarcely have a beginning. 

Here is our strength—We have three 
schools, viz.: Palmer College, Albany, Mo., 
students enrolled December, 1916, 138; Jireh 
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College, Jireh, Wyo., students enrolled De- 
cember, 1916, 50; Weaubleau College, Weau- 
bleau, Mo., students enrolled December, 
1916, 62. 


We have fourteen conferences reporting 
as follows: 


Conferences Churches Ministers Members 
COMRTEE TOWED, occ ces vsccss 5 6 503 
Des Moines, Iowa ....... 15 20 1,017 
worth Missouri -..¢..000. 10 13 436 
Western Osage .......... 5 6 396 
Southwestern Iowa ..... 12 17 1,278 
TI NIE As 00:0.h000 es cae 8 12 735 
Eastern Kansas ......... 7 12 300 
Northern Kansas ........ 3 13 150 
Northwestern Kansas .... 3 8 246 
Southern Kansas ........ 8 8 247 
TNE. naa eéasicnsa ss 1 190 
Western Washington .... 4 3 160 
ML: a swhaigtneeecnns 3 5 121 
Onnge (CE. Div.) .ccccces 10 8 878 


Making in all 94 churches, 131 ministers, 
and 5,665 members, and that, too, in a ter- 
ritory so vast as to be almost beyond com- 
prehension. I am not disposed to even mo- 
ments of discouragement, but when I face 
the facts of our western work, I cry out, 
“Lord, who is sufficient for these things?” 
Can we ever occupy our share of this field 
and cultivate it as it should be cultivated? 
Yes, if we will; but we cannot until men 
of wealth are willing to pour out upon it 
a shower of gold; not until our young men 
whom God calls into the ministry are will- 
ing to give to it their lives in service; not 
until the Mission Board of the Church shall 
have a vision of its needs and opportunity 
on this great western field and supply the 
needed means; not until our churches al- 
ready on the ground shall live, not for self, 
but for service; not until our schools shall 
be able to put into our pulpits men trained 
for the work; not until we all cease to 
pray, “Lord, bless me and mine,” and pray, 
“Lord, send me out to do for Thee and‘ 
Thine;” not until every heart, every dollar, 
every preacher shall be wholly dedicated to 
God and His service. 


Brother Rockwell needs a hundred dol- 
lars, and should have it at once, with 
which to carry on his Christian Endeavor 
campaign: Brother Johnson needs a hun- 
dred dollars, and needs it now, to help him 
in his Sunday-school work, and there are 
single Sunday-schools and Christian En- 
deavor societies among us that could send 
the money if they would. One very prac- 
tical step was taken when arrangement was 
made with Rev. Fred Cooper to take the 
field as Convention Evangelist. Brother 
Cooper feels that God has called him to this 
work, and he goes out with the conscious- 
ness that God is with him, and the fact 
that the Convention is back of him. He will 
succeed as one man can succeed, but twenty 
men, each of them as able, as devoted, as 
spiritual, and as scholarly as Doctor Cooper 
would not be one too many in the vast field 
that is ripe for the harvest of religious lib- 
erty and salvation from creed and sin. 


Every great man is always being helped 
by everybody, for his gift is to get good out 
of all things and all persons.—Ruskin. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for June 24, 1917 


THE PURPOSE OF JOHN’S GOSPEL 
Read John 21: 15-25 


Golden Text—These are written that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing, ye might 
have life through his name.—John 20: 31. 


Central Truth—Jesus is the Son of God. 


Daily Readings 

Monday, June 18—Jesus Gives Sight to 
the Blind. John 9: 1-11, 35-38. 

Tuesday, June 19—Jesus the Good Shep- 
herd. John 10: 7-18. 

Wednesday, June 20—Jesus Welcomed as 
King. John 12: 12-19. 

Thursday, June 21—Jesus the True Vine. 
John 15: 1-13. 

Friday, June 22—The Holy Spirit and 
His Work. John 15: 26, 27; 16: 7-14. 

Saturday, June 23—Jesus Crucified. John 
19: 16-22, 25-30. 

Sunday, June 24—The Purpose of John’s 
Gospel. John 21: 15-25. 


Introduction 

In the review, it would be well for the 
class to study the binding ideas and great 
truths of the entire book of John. This 
will give an organic view of the teachings 
of the Gospel. During this quarter we have 
followed the life and teachings of Christ 
through the most important events of His 
public ministry to prove that Jesus Christ 
was the divine Man, and that in Him was 
the union of humanity and divinity which 
revealed to man the nature of the redeemed 
Christian life—a life of unselfishness, em- 
phasizing the tenderer virtues of sympathy, 
compassion, love, and mercy. These qual- 
ities were manifested throughout His life 
from His first ministry of mercy until He 
committed His mother at the cross to John, 
the beloved disciple. 


Review 


LESSON I. JESUS GIVES SIGHT TO THE 


BLIND. 


The truth of this lesson applies not only 
to the physically blind, but also to the spir- 
itually blind. The Christian worker needs 
light and the enlightening power of the 
Holy Spirit to guide him into all truth. 
We must do our work while we live; we 
must work in the light, while it is day, 
while we live, for the night of death cometh 
and we cannot work. We must be able to 
see our duty, define it, comprehend it, and 
be able to perform it in the light of spiritual 
truth. 


“Lesson II. JEsus Raises LAZARUS FROM 
THE DEAD. 

The truth of this lesson reveals the power 
and truth of the resurrection. It teaches 
also the compassion of Jesus. In the lesson 
we see the delay of Jesus, the budding, 
growth, and development of the faith of the 
sisters of Lazarus. We are also taught 





that Jesus will not do for us what we can 
do for ourselves. In great crisis, Christ 
comes to our relief and brings victory out 
of defeat. It teaches by symbolism that 
those who are bound in the death of sin may 
be raised from this state by Jesus Christ, 
and freed from the bondage of sin through 
regeneration and set free for active service. 
The faith of our friends is a source of 
help when we are too far from truth to 
exercise faith for ourselves. 


LESSON III. JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


Jesus Christ is the door into the sheep- 
fold. There have been many inventions and 
devices wrought out ‘by man for salvation. 
Many have taught other ways of entering 
into life, but none are true but Christ. 
Through Him we enter into life eternal; 
without Him we are in eternal death. Life 
might be compared to a desert wandering, 
but with Him we are guided along the 
straight and narrow path, free from 
dangers, to the sheltering sheepfold of God’s 
protecting care. The thieves and robbers 
that infest our way are temptations with- 
out and temptations within. From these 
we may be free only by trust in Jesus 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, to free us from 
the power of temptation when it comes. As 
the sheep need food and drink and shelter, 
so we need spiritual food, spiritual drink, 
and shelter from the Shepherd of our souls. 
The true shepherd will lay down his life 
for his sheep. Jesus sacrificed His life for 
His own by laying down His life. 


LESSON IV. JESUS ANOENTED AT BETHANY. 


Jesus returned to Bethany, to the house 
of Simon, and Mary and Martha and Laz- 
arus were there. His miracle at this place 
had caused the authorities to plan for his 
arrest. This was a bold act, but charac- 
teristic of the truth of the life of Christ. 
He never faltered from fear when duty call- 
ed him into danger. The Pharisees refused 
to acknowledge Him as the Messiah and 
sought to kill Him. Those who knew Him 
and became His friends were ready to do 
their best and to give Him their best in 
devotion and in sacrifice. Jesus defended 
Mary against the criticism of Judas and 
the other disciples, and set up a perpetual 
memorial of her good deed. 


LESSON V. JESUS WELCOMED AS KING. 


Jesus needed neither the pageantry, pomp, 
nor splendor of earthly kings to reveal His 
kingly nature, but His royal dignity of per- 
sonality shone forth from His conduct and 
spirit and life. They welcomed Him with 
symbols of royalty when they saw Him com- 
ing into the city. The best recognition that 
we can show Him as King is to crown Him 
Lord of all in our hearts and affections. 


LESSON VI. JESUS THE SERVANT OF ALL. 


In the very shadows of the cross, when 
He should have been concerned about His 
future, when considered from a human 
point of view, He was so unselfish that He 
washed the disciples’ feet that their selfish- 
ness might be transformed into unselfish- 
ness, and that they might have an example 
for all time to teach them humility and 
service. Service to others is service to 
Christ, the only service that we can render 
to Christ, therefore service is the sublimest 
word in the Christian vocabulary. 
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Lesson VII. JESUS THE TRUE VINE. 


After Judas went away from the Master 
and the disciples, Jesus talked freely with 
the disciples, explaining their true relation 
to Him and to the world through the figure 
of the vine. His life, through them, would 
produce the fruit of righteousness by love. 
The true life of love is revealed through 
keeping the commandments by love and not 
by law. The fulness of joy is experienced 
by His words abiding in us and we must 
also abide in Him. Our love, our friend- 
ship, and our devotion to Him are shown by 
our doing what He has commanded us. 


LESSON VIII. THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF- 
CONTROL. 


Pride, drunkenness, and corruption in the 
Northern Kingdom among the great men of 
the nation caused the overthrow of the na- 
tion. Isaiah pointed out the danger before 
it came and warned the people, but people 
who refuse to see danger before it comes 
must look back at the stern reality of it 
after it has come. A good imagination, a 
clear idealization of evil before it comes is 
far better than a bitter memory of it after 
it has been experienced. Picture to yourself 
evil and its consequences before they take 
place and you are a long way toward sal- 
vation from evil. 


LEssoN IX. THE HOLy SPIRIT AND HIs 
WorRK. 

The last moments of Christ’s association 
with His disciples were spent in preparing 
them for what was about to come in His 
crucifixion, separation from them, and the 
despondent spirit that would follow with- 
out such preparation. He told them that 
it was expedient for them that He go away, 
and that He would send the Holy Spirit, 
who should abide forever, to guide them into 
all truth, and reinstate in their memories 
all that He had ever said unto them. The 
Holy Spirit works upon the memory as well 
as upon the judgment of the mind and pre- 
pares us to think clearly, act wisely, by 
calling up past experiences and enabling 
us to evaluate the present and future in 
terms of the past. 


Lesson X. JESUS BETRAYED AND DENIED. 


In this lesson we have two great facts 
and two important persons considered in 
the life of Christ. His betrayal took place 
in the garden where He was at prayer, but 
resigned to the will of God, and willing te 
die for the salvation of the world. Judas, 
the traitor, designated Him with a kiss, a 
symbol of friendship, but the fang of a 
serpent. Peter, the bold, followed him to his 
trial before the high priest, but stood with- 
out, warming himself by the fires. John 
came out to conduct him into the hall, and 
a maiden asked if he were not with Jesus 
as one of His disciples, and Peter denied 
Christ three times, and then the cock 
crew, reminding him of what Jesus had 
said. He then wept at his conduct, his 
boasted boldness, and his quick denial, 
Peter was an impetuous fellow; his inten- 
tions were good, but he acted on the impulse 
of the moment and did many rash things. 
He made mistakes, but corrected them. He 
who makes no mistakes does nothing; he 
who makes too many loses out. Better act, 
though you sometimes act amiss, than not 
to act at all. 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
W. A. Harper, LL. D. ~ - Secretary 


Elon College, N. C. 


Topic for July 1, 1917 





LITTLE THINGS MAKE OR MAR 
Songs of Solomon 2: 15; Prov. 25:11 


The Scripture :— 
Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the 
vines: for our vines have tender grapes. 


A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pic- 
tures of silver. 





The Leader:—The value we place on 
small is the key that unlocks the secret 
chambers of our character. “It is only a 
penny,” the young man says, and he will 
fill a pauper’s grave as a consequence. 
Courtesy is a small thing, yet how really 
large it is! Ten minutes is a short time, 
but ten minutes a day devoted to one line 
of study will in twenty-five years make a 
man a proficient scholar in that line. Long- 
fellow translated Dante in ten minutes a 
day in ten years. That feat alone entitles 
him to greatness. 


Topics for Essays or Addresses:+-The 
Little Foxes of Life; Procrastination; 
Words and Character; Thoughts and Char- 
acter; The Life of Courtesy; Habits That 
Hinder; Anger and the Christian Life. 

Questions for Answer in Meeting :—How 
do little things make us happy? Mar our 
life? What is the secret of real progress 
in character? Are sentence prayers worth 
while? What lesson can we learn from the 
size of the disease germs? To what did 
Jesus compare His Kingdom? DoI use my 
leisure as I should? What little faults have 
I? How can I rid myself of them? 


A NEW CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
EXPERT 


Miss Dorothy Maley, Clifford, Ind., is now 
a full-fledged C. E. E. Greetings and good 
wishes. 


NOTES 


At the Virginia Convention Rev. J. V. 
Knight delivered a stirring address on the 
relation of Christian Endeavor and Sunday- 
school. We hope he will print it in THE 
HERALD. Dr. W. H. Denison was host. That 
means we were royally entertained. 


Rev. B. F. Black, C. E. E., is now also 
Ph. B. He graduated from Elon on May 
29. He is a royal brother. 


Rev. N. G. Newman is to succeed Dr. 
J. O. Atkinson as college pastor at Elon. 
Both are great Christian Endeavor workers. 


Miss Susie Belle Riddick is to represent 
Elon in the recitation contest before the 
State Christian Convention, High Point, N. 
C., on June 8-10. 


Thirteen Elon former students were dele- 
gates to the Virginia State Convention. 
Eight were full graduates and two State 
officers. 


“He who hopes to go to heaven on account 
of his good work, and he who expects to go 
there without doing any, may shake hands; 
for one is as deeply in the mud as the 
other is in the mire.” 
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FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Merrill - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


Pastor Roman, of Arus, Porto Rico, has 
recently had the joy of seeing three of his 
sisters converted, baptized, and received in- 
to the church. 


The total foreign mission receipts for 
May were only $1,893.09, which was $556.39 
less than we received in May last year. We 
must more than make up for the shrinkage 
in the next four months. 


We very much need another bell for Porto 
Rico. If any reader of this knows of a bell 
that might be given to our Porto Rican 
work, will he kindly write to M. T. Morrill, 
Dayton, Ohio. The need is urgent. 


Your country is setting you a splendid 
example of unselfish devotion to human lib- 
erty and international righteousness. The 
billions of dollars being spent in the great 
war are spent without thought or hope of 
territorial acquisition or of monetary re- 
imbursement. It remains for our citizen- 
ship, and especially our church membership, 
to step up onto the same high plane, and 
unselfishly spend our abundant wealth for 
the moral and spiritual welfare of heathen 
and unevangelized people. Make a contri- 
bution to-day. 


THE WORLD SWIFTLY CHANGES 


BY M. T. MORRILL, FOREIGN MISSION 
SECRETARY 


Yes, its changes are too sudden; for the 
suddenness precipitates undreamed of 
dangers, and requires nations to face ques- 
tions they are not ready for. Russia was 
revolutionized almost in a night, and now 
has intricate problems to solve that will 
occupy more than the present generation. 
All accounts indicate that Syria and Pales- 
tine have been invaded by the modern spirit 
and greatly changed by war. England has 
been made over. The great war has thrown 
practically the whole world into a state of 
flux, and all peoples have been awakened, 
because all are affected and all are paying 
revenue to maintain the huge armies in 
death’s grip. 

Governments have changed—some entire- 
ly subservient to war purposes, some more 
autocratic, some more democratic. 

Trade and commerce have been nearly 
suspended in Europe; and world trade 
routes, dislocated by war conditions, have 
been abandoned or differently located. 

A world’s resources are fast being drain- 
ed. Economic conditions are for the most 
part chaotic and depressing. 

Even the intangible things of life are 
being reshaped. For years all nations seem- 
ed absorbed in making money, in extending 
trade, and building big shops; when sud- 
denly all these things fell into the back- 
ground or were requisitioned to defend hu- 
man liberty and righteousness among na- 
tions. This is nothing less than a revulsion 
of ideals. 

But such widespread national changes 
could not occur unless the national spirit 
suffered corresponding modification; and 
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this will become a cause resulting in further 
change. 

At this very hour the whole world is ex- 
ceedingly open for the propagation of ideas, 
religious and otherwise. Catastrophe in- 
volving all humanity is suddenly calling a 
halt and compelling men to evaluate life 
anew, and discover what is most worth 
while. 

Then what? Again and again we have 
been taught the inevitable lesson. Great 
floods usually change the river basin. All 
detritus swirled away by the current will 
be precipitated somewhere. Crystallization 
of some substances is hastened by agitation. 
Following this tremendous upheaval of hu- 
manity there will be swift settling and 
crystallization of society, and a crust will 
again form—a crust to be repeatedly brok- 
en up perhaps. What form the settling and 
crystallization will assume may be largely 
determined by human will and effort. This 
is the hour for the Church to supremely 
exert itself for the reforming of society and 
evangelization of nations. Outstanding 
leaders long ago sensed this, but the rank 
and file of us have not comprehended. 

More rather than less foreign missionary 
work must be done. If another world- 
catastrophe is to be forestalled, the Church 
must awake to its mission, must invade ev- 
ery land with Christian teaching and fra- 
ternity. The Christian denomination should 
hasten and greatly increase its efforts to 
spread Christianity. You men and women 
who read these lines must help prosecute 
the great war by payment of taxes and 
giving of your sons and daughters. Will 
you not gladly contribute of your means and 
offer your sons and daughters to forward 
Christian missions that war may be averted 
in the future? It is certain that the plot 
against human liberty that came so near 
crushing Europe and other parts of the 
world could not have been so inhumanly con- 
ceived in lands evangelized in modern 
times. 

Offer to God your money and your lives 
now for Christian missions, and do your 
bit in the most effective way to win peace 
and preserve it. 


HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 








More and more are we facing grave con- 
ditions for the Church which will require 
our most strenuous efforts. The Church in 
America will play a great part in the recon- 
struction period after the war. If we bear 
all that we should there must be no letting 
down during that time. 

Your Church has a right to expect of you 
its share of “your bit” because it is to stand 
for the greatest hope of the world of the 
future. No man’s patriotism is supremely 
patriotic if he leaves out of it thought for 
that which stands for the highest ideals for 
his country. One of the most patriotic du- 
ties we now owe is to make Home Missions 
count for much now in this time of trial 
for our country. 


If you want to know about the Home Mis- 
sion Department of our Church and of its 
work we have a pamphlet which will tell 
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you; if you want to know some of the 
things being accomplished, another pamph- 
let gives you a brief statement of the 
things you will be interested in knowing; 
these pamphlets will be sent you for the 
asking. Comparatively very few have sent 
for the supplies for making the home mis- 
sion campaign. Will you not let us help 
you to make it possible for your church to 
become enthusiastic for home missions? 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 





ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUMMER 
SCHOOL OF MISSIONS, WINONA 
LAKE, INDIANA 


The purpose of the Summer School for 
Missions is to bring together for conference 
and definite study those who are interested 
in advancing the cause of missions and to 
prepare those who attend for more conse- 
crated and efficient service in advancing 
Christ’s Kingdom. 

Text-books—“Missionary Milestones,” by 
Margaret R. Seebach. “An African Trail,” 
by Jean Kenyon MacKenzie. For Juniors, 
“Bearers of the Torch,” by Katharine R. 
Crowell. “African Adventurers,” by Jean 
Kenyon MacKenzie. 





EXPENSES 
Tickets for the entire week .......... $1.50 
Tickets for the entire week, Young 
OIE 4 cle ia Gs ice’ wa hellaicildscdbveas 1.00 
One sdnsion: tiesto. 66 ik ccc cccces -20 
CPt GG UN sss Sats neieaeis succes 25 
One day ticket, in groups of ten ...... 25 





EXTENSION CONFERENCE 


The essential features of the Winona 
School for Missions—the Bible’ Hour and 
lectures on the study books—may be taken 
to a group of churches in your city at a 
small expense for each church by means 
of an extension conference. 

Write to the chairman, Mrs. C. W. Poor- 
man, 460 North Oak Park Avenue, Oak 
Park, IIl., for a circular giving full informa- 
tion. 

Lecturers—Mrs. D. B. Wells, Mrs. H. L. 
Hill, Mrs. F. F. McCrea. 





INTERDENOMINATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
CENTRAL WEST FOR MISSIONS 
Officers—Mrs. Charlotte E. Vickers, 
Chairman; Mrs. N. C. King, Vice-Chair- 
man; Mrs. G. A. Miller, Recording Secre- 
tary; Mrs. D. D. Thompson, Corresponding 
Secretary; Mrs. W. J. Pruner, Treasurer; 
Mrs. E. W. Burke, Assistant Treasurer. 


Christian—Mrs. A. M. Howsare, Dayton, 
Ohio; Mrs. O. W. Whitelock, Huntington, 
Ind.; Mrs. Nellie Carter, 251 3d St., Peru, 
Ind.; Mrs. C. W. Johnson, 311 W. Oregon 
St., Urbana, [il. 


Associate Members—Mrs. R. D. Wil- 
marth, 7000 State St., Chicago, Ill.; Mrs. 
Dalson, Huntington, Ind.; Miss Amy Ruse, 
338 Fourth Ave., Dayton, Ohio; Mrs. Carrie 
Boyer, Frankfort, Ind. 





There will be a special program for young 
women. 





Young Woman’s Headquarters are at 
Bethany Lodge. 


TENTATIVE EXPENSES 





Pe Se Mina tu «0. canard « do cos $ 5.00 
Room (two or more in room) ...... 2.50 
DANONE TOO. 6a incccteacéctexs 1.00 
Young Woman’s Luncheon ......... 50 

$ 9.00 





Mrs. Sarah Pruner Fox will have charge 
of the music. 





Young Woman’s Luncheon, Tuesday, June 
26. 





Evening program in charge of Young 
Women, June 27. 


OHIO CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

The Mid-year Meeting of the Ohio Cen- 
tral Conference Woman’s Home and For- 
eign Mission Board was held in Columbus, 
Ohio, May 18, 1917. The interest was good 
and a very helpful program was rendered. 
Mrs. Mary E. Hagans, the president of the 
Board, presided. 

Mrs. Lucy L. Halfaker led the morning 
devotional meeting. “Messages From Our 
Missionaries” were given by Mrs. Jay and 
Doctor M. T. Morrill and the noontide 
prayer -service was conducted by Mrs. 
Hagans. The ladies of the Columbus church 
served coffee with the box luncheon at noon. 
Connected with the luncheon was “A Half- 
hour With Best Plans for Work,” in which 
all gave suggestions and plans. 

The afternoon devotionals were conducted 
by Mary L. Wilson. Franklinton College 
interests were discussed by Mrs. Jay and 
others. 

Mrs. J. W. Harrington was recognized as 
a new life member of the Foreign Board. 
Rev. Henry R. Jay gave a fifteen-minute 
talk on “Missions in the Conference.” 

The address by Doctor Morrill on “Keep- 
ing the Issue Before the Church,” was very 
interesting and helpful. 

In the evening the Columbus church 
young people gave a missionary pageant, 
after which Doctor Morrill delivered a mis- 
sionary address with stereopticon illustra- 
tions. A gloom was cast ever the meeting 
by the death of Doctor Dunlap and the ab- 
sence of Mrs. Dunlap and the daughters 
was sadly felt. 

All present were greatly benefited by the 
presence of Doctor M. T. Morrill throughout 
the session. 

Mary L. WILSON, Secretary. 


EDUCATION 


ELON NOTES 
ELON COLLEGE, N. C., 

June 4, 1917. 

Two of the most aged members of the 
college church died on Saturday and were 
laid to rest yesterday. Mr. Levi R. Tickle 
dropped dead Saturday afternoon, about 
one-thirty, at his home one mile north of the 
college. No one was present but his daugh- 
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ter, an only surviving child, Mrs. R. P. 
Isley. He had been in good health until a 
few minutes before his death. Mr. Tickle 
was a Confederate soldier and a member of 
Pickett’s brigade. His only son, Rev. G. W. 
Tickle, died about a year ago. Mr. Tickle 
was buried at Shallow Ford Christian 
church. The ministers officiating were Dr. 
J. U. Newman, J. W. Wellons, and A. F. 
Isley. Mr. Tickle was in his eighty-ninth 
year. 

Mr. Jerry Cable had made his home in 
Gibsonville for the last few years and had 
been in failing health for two-or three 
months. He was buried at Fridens Luther- 
an church Sunday afternoon. Mr. Cable 
was in his eighty-second year. 

Wedding bells rang in Elon on Saturday. 
Mr. G. F. Pridgen and Miss Annie Law- 
rence Reitzel were joined in wedlock at the 
home of the parents of the bride here. Mr. 
Pridgen is a member of the senior class 
next year, and will make his home here un- 
til after graduation. The good wishes of 
their friends accompany them. oe ge 


MONTHLY REMINDER 

Deak READER:—Franklinton Christian 
College has closed another year of history, 
and the record made is before GOD. The 
Board of Control held the annual meeting 
in the building, but only three members of 
the Board were present. The Board had 
problems brought before it for considera- 
tion and solution. There has always been a 
few of the would-be leaders of the race who 
have been opposed to the government of the 
institution, and I think there always will. 
The past year this opposition has been more 
seen by the Board of Control and the fac- 
ulty, but, notwithstanding all this, the 
school has had, we think, the best year of 
work and history in the record of all the 
years. Mr. Hendershot and wife have been 
very much devoted to the work, and they 
have brought about many methods in the 
running of the school that have brought 
results very gratifying to the Board of Con- 
trol, and they ‘have both been engaged to 
go and take up the work for the next year 
(and we hope for years until the negro 
shall be trained and able to take care of 
this institution). 

I wish to call attention to the income in 
this month’s report from the Sales of Cloth- 
ing and the balance of cash from the Board- 
ing and the Registration Fee. In all you 
will find that $282.24 has come to the treas- 
urer from these items, the like of which has 
never been obtained before, and the cause 
for this is not that there were no returns 
made before this year, for there were re- 
turns made every year, but the system was 
very faulty and hence returns uncertain, 
but this past year a new system was intro- 
duced with the best yet results of any year, 
thanks to Mrs. Hendershot. But, notwith- 
standing all the effort and system, we are 
still a little behind in our ability to pay 
our debts for the year now closed. I called 
attention to this fact in my last month’s 
statement, and then said we needed $600 to 
$800 to pay all our indebtedness, but when 
we met at the commencement of the school, 
we found that a little over $200 had been 
spent on the finishing of plastering the 
basement and had been paid for by Prof, 
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H. E. Long, and then we had the railroad 
fare of Brother and Sister Hendershot to 
pay from North to South and back home 
again, which was sixty dollars. Well, with 
all this (and remember we have reduced 
our debt this year $1,000) all we need now 
to pay our teachers, and balance the ac- 
count for the past year, is $425, and for 
this I most earnestly appeal to all our 
friends to help to meet this obligation. I 
want to thank very sincerely all who have 
in any way helped with money and prayer 
in carrying on this work in the past, and 
also ask that all will continue to work, 
pray, and give, for the outlook is more and 
more promising than ever now. Then we 
have planned to begin the building (in fact, 
work has commenced for the Bishop Cot- 
tage) and we expect to have it ready for 
Brother and Sister Hendershot to go into 
when school shall open in the fall. This 
building will be of great convenience, as 
well as saving of rent to Brother Hender- 
shot. Everything considered, I think the 
prospect for dear Franklinton was never 
brighter than at this time, but with the 
larger Franklinton we will need larger in- 
come to run it. The New Jersey Conference 
responded to the need of this work to the 
tune of $300 in cash and pledges. What 
other conference will do as well or better? 
Your brother, 
JOHN BLOOD. 


Report for Month of May 


May 
DS Ne: DIE ons vn ckeneednbasscere cen $187.47 
1. Mrs, Chas. G. Melick, Milford, N. J. .... 1.00 
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1. Medway, N. Y., Christian Church ...... 10.00 
1. Mrs. Emily A. Griffith, Chautauqua, N. Y. 2.00 
3. Sunday-school, Locktown, N. J. ......... 5.00 
7. Ladies’ Aid, Finesville, N. J. .......... 5.00 
7. Christian Church, Finesville, N. J. ...... 5.00 

10. Sales of Clothing, Missionary Room, 
em Bes Gs. 06900640980 6006.6080% 150.00 

10. ~~ Registration Fund, Franklinton, 
by Ab Speaks sseskeakebabewase kodsene 00 
14. Rev. E. E. Hoffman, Baleville, N. J...... 5.00 
14. Mrs. E. E. Hoffman, Baleville, N. J...... 2.00 
14. Mr. L. A. Denison, Huntersland, N. Y... 5.00 
14. Mrs. L. A. Denison, Huntersland, N. Y. 10.00 
16. L. A. Rhodes, Robinson, Ill. ............ 1.00 
16. Herbert Athey, Robinson, Ill. ............ 1.00 
16. Mollie Culver, Robinson, Ill. ............ 1.00 
16. Anna Cooley, Robinson, Ill. ............ 1.00 
16. Alice Wilson, Robinson, Ill. ............ 1.00 
17. Holland, N. J., Missionary Society ...... 1.00 
17. Balance of Cash from Boarding Accounts 72.24 
17. Y. P. S. C. E., Madisonville, Pa. ........ 5.00 

17. Brother Strouse and Wife, Flemington, 
I EA ae eT ee 9 ee eae 2.00 
17. W. S. Hawk, Locktown, N. J. .......... 2.00 
17. Rev. F. S. Hendershot and Wife ........ 10.00 
17. F. R. Beach and Wife, Irvington, N. J... 10.00 
17. Mrs. Basbinder, Johnsonsburg, N. J. .... 5.00 
17. Carversville, Pa., Christian Church ...... 5.00 
17. Mrs. Gotlley, Milford, N. gd. ...cccvccess 5.00 
RY. Gee: Be Bs Bs Se vccncccessccs 2.00 
17. Mrs. Supplee, Gulph Mills, Pa. 2.00 
RY. Dweet PPAR, CBs Be Be cisecovesccssccs 2.00 
17. Mrs. Oliver, Sweet Valley, Pa. .......... 2.00 
17. Mrs. Reep, Carversville, Pa. ............ 2.00 
17. Mrs. Anna Weller, Finesville, N. J....... 1.00 
17. L. B. Sherman, Locktown, N. J......... 1.00 
17. Mr. and Mrs. Wood, Locktown, N. J..... 10.00 
17. Mr. and Mrs. Cook, Locktown, N. J..... 2.00 
AY, SA, SI,  BEs Se. wen dadecevscscese 2.00 
29.' Mir. Mele, Eokbowe, Ne. Ts. ciccsvcscese 50 
17. Collection at New Jersey Conference.... 16.83 
17. Locktown, N. J., Missionary Society .... 5.00 
a ree 5.00 
17. W. R. Sailer and Wife, Milford, N. J... 10.00 
ee ee eee 10.00 
17. Philetus Cummins, Vienna, N. J......... 5.00 
25. Mrs. A. F. Simmons, Erie, Pa. .......... 1.00 
25. Miss Eliza Turner, Rensselaer, N. Y..... 2.50 
25. Burtha T. Durfee, Rensselaer, N. Y..... 2.50 
25. Plymouth Natl. Bank Pa. (Div.)........ 30.00 
25. Woodstock, Vt., Christian S. S. ........ 5.00 
25, Wondseeds, Ve. B BUIONG. ki acacsccvances 2.00 
28. Antioch S. S., Union Conf., Iowa ...... 15.10 
28. H. RB. Brate, Lakemont, N. Y. ......000% 5.00 
31. W. F. Corwith, Brooklyn, N.. Y......... 25.00 
EE ska wie ken 0s s0ndebess decane Ol $736.14 
SEL. Sonebakedes ss + oxatsdnecedecess 598.82 
June 1, 1917, Balance on hand .............. $137.32 

JOHN Buioop, Treasurer. 
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COMMENCEMENT AT PALMER COLLEGE 


(From the Albany Capital) 


All the churches of Albany had canceled 
their morning services last Sunday, and 
there was a good crowd present for the bac- 
calaureate services at Palmer auditorium, 
although the shower which came up just at 
the hour for the service kept many from 
attending. A fine song program was ren- 
dered by the College Choral Society, and the 
address of Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, D. D., 
of Urbana, Illinois, was given closest atten- 
tion by his audience. Rev. Helfenstein is a 
clear, concise thinker, a logical reasoner, 
and an eloquent orator, and his baccalau- 
reate sermon received generous praise from 
his audience here. 

The sermon and song numbers made one 
of the best baccalaureate services yet heard 
at Palmer Auditorium. 





The annual concert and cantata by the 
College Choral Society on Monday night 
was enjoyed by a large and discriminating 
audience. Under the direction of Miss Lucy 
Peery, the students in the Voice Depart- 
ment of Palmer of Palmer have for the past 
few years been furnishing entertainments 
which surpass anything in the way of song 
entertainments heard in Albany, and the 
high-class program of last Monday night 
proved one of the best yet given. All the 
numbers were of exceptional merit, and 
each received generous applause from the 
large audience. The sacred cantata, “The 
Hymn of Praise,” gave fine range for the 
voices of the large chorus, and the perfect 
manner in which it was given attested again 
the high talent and patient work of Miss 
Peery in drilling voices for such events. 
Misses Carrie Cox and Doris Gibson acquit- 
ted themselves with much credit in the so- 
a solo parts. Mr. George Deane, of 

ansas City, sang the tenor parts. He has 


a strong voice, under perfect control, and 





was given free praise by his audience here, 
for his part in making the “Hymn of 
Praise” the complete success which it 
proved. 


CANTATA PROGRAM 


The Crusader March - - Sousa 
Toreador’s Song, from “Carmen” -_ Bizet 
Wedding of the Winds—Waltzes - Hall 
Superba Overture - - - - ‘Dalbey 
Orchestra 
Bridal Chorus from “The Rose Maiden” 
Se ee - Cowen 


Choral Society 

“The Brooklet Came From the Mountain” 
- 2° - = = + = = Cadmon 
“I Martuis Am,” from “The Morning of 


the Year” 
Leland Spalding 


Lullaby from “Jocelyn” - - Godard 
Miss Clara Price 
“Venetian Boat Song” - - Blumenthal 


Miss Velma Hiatt, Miss Eulah Hiatt 
“A! Je Veux Vivre,” from Romeo and 
Juliet - - - - = - Gounod 

Miss Anna Robison 


“The Two.Grenadiers” - - Schumann 
, Clifford Jones 
“Night Hymn at Sea” - - -- Thomas 


Miss Opal Kent, Miss Carrie Cox 
“The Horn” - - - - Flegier 


Arditi 


Jay Goodman 
“Se Seren Bows” = - “= .- -« 
Miss Opal Kent 


Following were the members of the Chor- 
al Society participating in the entertain- 
ment:—Eva Brackney, Rachael Beery, 
Crystelle ‘Cranor, Nelle Cranor, Ila Cra- 
ven, Bergie Farris, Luine Gatchell, Eulah 
Hiatt, Velma Hiatt, Nellie Hannon, Opal 
Kent, Edith Lauer, Charles Allen, Gunning 
Beery, Frederick Cooper, Verner Edmond- 
son, Dale Flowers, Jay man, Seldon 
Humphrey, Verno Humphrey, Helen Lamb, 
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Laura Moomey, Ruth Mitchell, Ruth Patton, 
Wilma Perry, Clara Price, Anna Robison, 
Kiyo Sasaki, Elizabeth Schatz, Madalene 
Smith, Susie Wilkins, Vera Woodard, Clif- 
ford Jones, Clyde Maase, Caroll McNutt, 
Ralph Oaks, Lester Proctor, Karl Schatz, 
Charles Smith, Leland Spalding. 
Ushers—John Guy Gibson, Jack Staple- 
ton, John Twist, and Overton Whiteley. 





On Tuesday night, in spite of the rain 
and threatening clouds, the large auditor- 
ium was well filled by the crowd which as- 
sembled to hear the fine concert put on by 
the college band and orchestra, under direc- 
tion of Prof. Phillip H. Olsson, with vocal 
solos by Miss Carrie Cox, the Spinnin 
Chorus * the Ladies’ Chorus, and other wel 
rendered special numbers. The playing of 
the band and orchestra, a large part of the 
membership. of both organizations being 
made up of beginners, was a strong testi- 
monial to the work which Prof. Olsson has 
been doing as instructor of the violin and 
band instruments during the years that he 
has been at the head of those departments 
of the college. All the performers were 
given generous encores by the audience, and 
the singing of “America” by the Ladies’ 
Chorus, accompanied by the orchestra, and 
with the audience standing, made a most 
impressive ending to one of the best con- 
certs yet given here. Following was the 
program: 


BAND SELECTIONS 


Grand Fantasia - - T. H. Rollinson 
Raymond McGinnis 


Saxophone Solo - - - ~-_ Selected 
Velma Hiatt 

“The Star” - - - - - - Rogers 

“The Nightingale Has the Lyre of Gold” 

- - = = = = = =. Whipley 
“Love Is the Wind” - - McFadyen 
Carrie Cox 
Swiss Air - - Farmer 


John Lainhart 
The Spinning Chorus from the Opera, 

“Flying Dutchman” - - - Wagner 

Ladies’ Chorus 

The Thunderer March- - - - Sousa 

Valse Danseuse - - Walter E. Miles 
“A Day in the Cotton Field” - -_ - 

> - -« «+ «+ £4§mith and Zublin 

Washington Post March - - - Sousa 





The commencement program last night, 
concluded the exercises of the week and 
work of the school year. Dr. S. A. Coile, ex- 
president of Cumberland University, deliv- 
ered a thoughtful, eloquent address, which 
was full of brain “meat” for the audience, 
as well as for the members of the gradu- 
ating classes. 

Orchestra selections; a violin solo by 
Prof. Olsson; “Barcarclle” from “Tales of 
Hoffman-Offenbach,” by the Ladies’ Chorus, 
and the presentation of diplomas by Presi- 
ddent E. A. Watkins, ended the most suc- 
cessful year in the history of Palmer Col- 
lege. 

Dr. Watkins and the strong corps of in- 
structors who have been working with him, 
have been giving the young people of this 
part of Missouri educational advantages 
which they could not have had in the larger 
institutions. 

Being now fully recognized by the State 
Universities and the big institutions of the 
College Union, Palmer is offering the 
parents of Gentry and surrounding counties 
opportunities to send their sons and daugh- 
ters to a finely-equipped and _high- 
class college, where they can be under the 
best of moral influences in their social life, 
and, at the same time, can be given class 
advantages and individual supervision in 
their studies which it is impossible for the 
big educational institutions to offer them. 

Those who have come from a distance to 
attend the exercises of commencement week 
here are going to their homes in distant 
counties and other States, impressed with 
the thought that Palmer College is one of 
the “coming” institutions of the middle 
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West. They will prove willing witnesses 
to the fact that parents cannot do better 
than to send their sons and daughters to 
Palmer next year—and the parents of Al- 
bany and of the northwest Missouri country 


2 
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COMMENCEMENT WEEK AT 


The commencement week at Union Chris- 
tian College began May 29, with a recital 
by students of the Departments of Music 
and Expression. On the evening of May 
30 Miss Hallie Creager, a Junior in the De- 
partment of Music, gave a piano recital. 

This was followed on Thursday evening 
by the annual commencement exercises of 
the Preparatory Department. The address 
on this occasion was given by Prof. E. Olan 
James, of Mills College, California. The 
subject of the address was “An Epoch- 
Maker in American History.” The refer- 
ence was to John Hay and his work of main- 
taining the integrity of China following the 
Boxer uprising. His chief appeal was for 
young people to follow the course of cur- 
rent events, and to note the men and poli- 
cies that determine the future. Mr. James 
is a member of the Class of ’99. 

The Woodworth Missionary Oratorical 
Contest was held on Friday evening. There 
were four contestants, and the orations were 
carefully prepared and presented. Mr. Guy 
Walters, Franklin, Indiana, won the first 
place, and Mr. H. Ray Benson, Walton, In- 
diana, received the second place. 

One of the most interesting programs of 
the week was given on Saturday evening. 
The students of the Modern Drama course 
gave the play “Truth” by Clyde Fitch. 
This was perhaps the best presentation of 
a play ever given in the college. We do 
not hesitate to mention especially the ex- 
cellent work of Miss Fern Boone, who rep- 
resented Mrs. Becky Warder. 

The president of the college had the priv- 
ilege of addressing the class and the stu- 
dents in the baccalaureate sermon of Sun- 
day morning. The theme of the address 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


should feel proud to have their young people 
taking full advantage of the splendid in- 
fluences and superior training offered here 
— instead of sending them away to 
school. 
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UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


was that an acceptable service could be ren- 
dered only after a strict regard was given 
to the individual’s own development. In the 
evening Dr. D. C. Child, a professor in the 
college fifty years ago, and now a retired 
manufacturer of Findlay, Ohio, spoke of his 
own experiences as a business man and tem- 
perance worker. Mr. Child is a fine Chris- 
tian business man, and gave some very good 
counsel. Dr. J. F. Burnett gave the annual 
missionary address, using as his subject, 
“The Task of the Church in Porto Rico.” 
The readers of THE HERALD are so well 
acquainted with Dr. Burnett, and know so 
well his familiarity with our work in the 
island that it would be out of place to say 
that his address made a very strong appeal 
to the audience. 

The Franklin and Lincolnia Literary So- 
cieties gave their programs on the evenings 
of June 4 and 5 respectively. The programs 
were of high order, and presented the char- 
acter of the work done by these organiza- 
tions in the college. 

On Wednesday morning occurred the an- 
nual commencement program, at which time 
the Hon. Dick T. Morgan, LL. D., gave the 
address. Mr. Morgan is a member of the 
Class of 76, and found great pleasure in 
returning to his Alma Mater for the ad- 
dress. Mr. Morgan has been in Congress 
during the past ten years, and speaks with 
authority and force of the great changes 
that have taken place and of the tendencies 
of the times. The address was a master- 
piece and the college was greatly honored 
by his presence and the splendid Christian 
counsel and admonition of the speaker. Mr. 
Morgan is a splendid example of the Chris- 
tian statesman. 
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RELIGIOUS LIFE IN THE ARMY’S TRAINING CAMPS 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE, 
Army Y. M. C. A. Secretary at Fort Niagara Reserve Officers’ Training Camp 


The fight is on! 


No man can spend a month in an environ- 
ment like this without knowing it. Historic 
old Fort Niagara is alive with some of the 
finest physical and intellectual manhood 
that America has produced. 

I saw the line pass on parade yesterday. 
I never gazed upon a company of men in 
my life who were so physically fit and intel- 
lectually alert as these thousands of men 
who are marching by. My heart went out 
to them. 


They have come here of their own free will 
to enter competitive training for commis- 
sions in the New American Army. They go 
from here to officer the men who will gather 
in concentration camps in July and August 
all over this country. That is, some of them 
will. About forty-five per cent. of the men 
in this and the other twelve Reserve Offi- 
cers’ Training Camps will be refused and 
the fifty-five per cent. of these camps will 
secure commissions. 

And that means as you see that the work 
done among these men will be multiplied a 
hundredfold. 

Of the difficulties as well as the oppor- 
tunities in the work we need not go into de- 
tail. Enough to say that the opportunity is 
one that comes only once in a lifetime and 
the opening for istian influences are so 
many and so great as to be almost appall- 
ing. One, at times, wishes he could multi- 


ply himself in the few free hours which are 
open for work and service among these men. 

College bred men, too, almost without ex- 
ception. At least over eighty per cent. of 





the men who are ‘in this Officers’ Training 
Camp are college bred men. The parade 
ground surrounded by the army barracks 
remind you for all the world of the college 
campus. The thing which makes it even 
finer, however, is the maturity of the men. 
Very largely these officers in training are 
not only college bred men, but have added to 
that a touch of real life and living after 
college. The average age is well up toward 
thirty years, which means that the man has 
had a running start in life after his school 
days and is a mature man who is not carried 
away with a fine enthusiasm alone but has 
a background of judgment and poise that 
makes him appear every inch a man. 

Young millionaires are here and with 
Philadelphia lawyers and Pittsburgh bank- 
ers and Harrisburg business men they bunk 
side by side—200 in a shack and eat the 
same monotonous food, carry their packs, 
and march to the command of their superi- 
ors without a grunt of hesitancy. 

We have taken a census of the men and 
found that they are nearly all nominally 
Christian men and are members of the 
church. But, Oh, how they need the Christ. 
The real Man Christ Jesus. And they know 
it. And they have a keen sense of the dif- 
ference between real religion and its imita- 
tions. They have made the supreme sacri- 
fice. They have offered their lives for a 
thing in which they believe. They are able 
to appreciate what it is to give up the world. 

Great Christian men are in this line-up, 
too. Ministers of the gospel, Sunday-school 
superintendents, and church officers and 
Christian workers from all fields. But they 
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are away from home and in a wonderful 
new environment and bear testimony to how 
much the Y. M. C. A. means to them as a 
great moral and spiritual background. 

I have seen military life from many 
sides, having received my education in a 
military school and afterward on both sides 
of the Volunteer Militia. As a soldier in 
the ranks and afterward in the State Y. M. 
C. A. tents working among the soldiers, I 
think I know something of the social and 
moral dangers which beset the soldier. 
There has never gone out an order for sol- 
diers to mobilize but there goes out from 
the centers of sin a call for Booze and Pros- 
titution to mobilize. And knowing of the 
awful havoc of these twin imps of hell in 
the soldier’s life, one must be stony hearted 
indeed if he cannot see the great place the 
moral and spiritual forces have in this life 
of strong virile men away from home. 


The present camps of officers are not the 
type who give away freely to the grosser 
sins, but these are the men who are to 
guide and guard our young men who are 
coming into this new life and largely unin- 
structed as to what it all means. And 
there are plenty to tell them for gain. 

We are here not only for the officers 
themselves (and we are here for that) but 
that a part of the officer’s training may be 
that he know the place and part the spirit- 
ual forces have to do in the making of a 
soldier. It was Napoleon that said that be- 
yond numbers and equipment there was to 
be reckoned the morale of the soldier and 
that was probably three-fourths of the 
whole. This morale is coming to have a 
wider spiritual meaning. 

The Y. M. C. A. is in the army camps to- 
day under -the express order of the Presi- 
dent of the United States and the Secretary 
of War. President Wilson has issued a 
special order covering the place and work of 
the Y. M. C. A. as part of the army life. 
This order opens the doors to the ministry 
of the Y. M. C. A. and provides for its work 
in camp and field. 

In the later camps there will probably be 
appointed a Chaplain to each regiment or 
battalion at least. This has not been done 
in the Reserve Officers’ Training Camps. The 
Y. M. C. A. will welcome these Chaplains 
and consider them as our camp pastors. 

Pray for them and for us that we may all 
work together for the honor of Jesus Christ, 
the glory of God, and the welfare of men. 

Fort Niagara, N. Y., June 7, 1917. 

For June, July, and August. 








Marriages 


CLEVENGER—MELLOTT.—On June 1, 1917, at 
the home of Rev. T. P. Garland, of Needmore, Pa., 
William Clevenger and Miss Jessie Mellott, both of 
Crystal Spring, Pa. ¥. F. G. 

SMITH—CROSS.—On Sunday, May 13, at six p. 
m., Miss Marie Cross was united in marriage to Mr. 
Martin Smith. Both are residents of Marietta com- 
munity, the writer officiating. F. G. Be. 


BOYCE—WELLS.—Ralph E. Boyce and Miss Ruby 
O. Wells were united in marriage by the writer at 
the residence of the bride’s parents near Beaver 
Center, Pa., June 5, 1917. The young couple are 
prominent members of the Christian church at 
Springboro, Pa. F. B. RIcHEY. 





Obituaries 


every word in excess of fifty, a 
word will be made. Money should accompany the 
obituary when sent. The editor has no choice to 
favor one or another. 


MRS. CARRIE K MI , of Mench, Bedford 
Co., Pa., died May 22, 1917, at the age of 44 years, 
9 months, 9 days. She was a daughter of Levi Kegg, 
of Mench, woman 


. was a very Up to 
her last hours she was conscious and trusting in her 
. Funeral took place on following, 
at Mt. Union, conducted by her ‘ 
F. P. GARLAND. 















































































































Representatives of the denominational 
Sunday-school Boards of the International 
Sunday-school Association held a conference 
in Philadelphia May 30th, at which the idea 
for the observance of “Patriotic Sunday” on 
July 1st was unanimously approved. As a 
result of the speeches in favor of sustained 
service by the Sunday-schools during the 
period of the war, a committee of five con- 
sisting of Rev. Edgar Blake, Chairman; 
John L. Alexander, Secretary; Rev. John N. 
Somerndike, Rev. Lester Bradner, and Wm. 
C. Pearce, was designated to formulate a 
program and direct a campaign for war 
service. 

Following the general conference, a meet- 
ing of the committee of five was held at 
which general plans for war service were 
discussed. It adjourned its meeting in Phil- 
adelphia to hold a meeting the following day 
in Washington, D. C., for the purpose of 
conferring with war relief agencies and the 
government officials to more intelligently 
form the War Program for Sunday-schools. 

The plan upon which all Sunday-schools 
are asked to concentrate upon is that for 
the observance of “Patriotic Sunday,” July 
1, and the following is a 





SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR PATRIOTIC 
SUNDAY 
1. Doxology. 


2. Opening Prayer. 
“Merciful God, we come unto Thee pleading 


for mercy. Bless us at this service, May its 
purpose redound to Thy glory. Cause Thy 
light to shine upon us that Thy way may be 
our way and Thy thoughts our thoughts, 
and that we may honor Thee and serve Thee 
through Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.” 


3. Statement of purpose of Patriotic Sun- 
day by superintendent or pastor. 

To-day has been designated “Patriotic Sun- 
day” because it is nearest Independence Day. 
The purpose of ‘Patriotic Sunday” as pro- 
posed by the International Sunday-school As- 
sociation and endorsed by President Wilson 
and many of the governors of the various 
States, and approved by Conference of De- 
nominational Representatives at Philadelphia, 
May 30, is to: 

To pray for all belligerents and the ad- 
vancement of Christ’s Kingdom; : 

To express gratitude to God for our nation; 

To arouse feelings of loyalty and devotion 
to the nation; 

To enlist all Sunday-school 
some form of patriotic service; 

To enrel as members of the Red Cross So- 
ciety the officers, teachers, and as many oth- 
ers in the Sunday-school as wish to join; 

To make an offering toward the Red Cross 
Society or other war relief agencies. 


4. Song—“God Bless Native Land.” 
Tune, Italian Hymn. 


members in 


Our 


God bless our native land, 
Firm may she ever stand; 
Through storm and night; 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save 
By Thy great might. 


For her our prayers shall rise, 
To God above the skies, 

On Him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh; 
Guarding with watchful eyes, 
To Thee aloud we cry, 

“God save the State!” 


5. Seripture, or responsive, reading. 
Psalm 46 or Romans 13: 1-7. 


6. Prayer. 

Almighty God and Everlasting Father, by 
whose word the world assumed its form and 
from whom flows every good and perfect gift, 
we come to Thee and praise Thee that we are 
privileged to call Thee Father. 

We praise Thee that Thou art the Ruler of 
Heaven and earth and that Thou hast made 
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of-the earth and hast deter- 
mined the bounds of their habitation. 

We praise Thee that in the pursuit of human 
and religious liberty Thou didst cause Thy 
children to land upon the shores of this con- 
tinent and that in due time Thou didst cause 
this nation to be established, dedicated to the 
cause of righteousness and human libérty. 

We thank Thee for this nation. We thank 
Thee for its intercessions. and ministries dur- 
ing the past generations on behalf of the oP 
pressed and afflicted peoples of the ‘earth. 
We thank Thee for its high ideals and un- 
selfish purposes in this present world war. 
We pray Thee that it may ever hold to these 
high ideals that will glorify Thee. 
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We come to Thee in humility, praying that 
Thou wilt cleanse us from all sins, both na- 
tional and personal. We beseech Thee that 
our purposes may be unselfish and in accord- 
ance with Thy will. 

Bless, we beseech Thee, all the warring 
countries. Hasten the day when the rulers 
of all the nations may see the folly of decid- 
ing international differences by means of the 
sword. Hasten the day when autocracy shall 
be dethroned and the world be made safe 
for democracy. Especially bless our present 
national enemies that they may know the 
a and His truth which maketh all men 
ree. 

Bless our own nation. Especially bless the 
President of these United States that he may 
not err in vision nor stumble in. judgment. 
Surround him with counselors who shall not 
seek their own, but Thy glory. Give unto 
them wisdom, that their acts may result in 
giving the peoples of the whole world, liberty 
to serve Thee according to the dictates of 
their consciences and the light of Thy Word. 

Bless, we beseech Thee, our soldiers and 
sailors who must needs fight to maintain the 
ideals of this nation. In their life or death 
on land and sea, may they glorify Thee. If 
sick or wounded, grant to them the conscious- 
ness of Thy presence and the physical, men- 
tal, and spiritual ministries of Thy repre- 
sentatives. 

We thank Thee for the Red Cross Society. 
May the angels of mercy belonging thereto 
be given special grace to comfort and heal 
the sick and wounded. May their resources 
of persons and supplies not fail. Help them, 
we pray. 

Now, our Father, may we be true to Thee 


and our country. May we all serve Thee 
faithfully whether we serve at home or at 
the battle fronts. May we bear our cross 
without murmurings, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

7. Song—‘America.” 


8. Patriotic messages— 


“We must put excited feeling away. Our 
motive will not be revenge or the victorious 


. assertion of the physical might of the nation, 


but only the vindication of right, of human 
right, of which we are only a single cham- 
pion.’’—President Wilson. 

“There is one choice we cannot make, we 
are incapable of making—we will not choose 
the path of submission and suffer the most 
sacred rights of our nation and our people to 
be ignored or violated. The wrongs against 
which we now array ourselves are not com- 
mon wrongs; they cut to the very roots of 
human life. 

“With a profound sense of the solemn and 
even tragical character of the step I am tak- 
ing and of the grave responsibilities which it 
involves, but in unhesitating obedience to 
what I deem my constitutional duty, I advise 
that the Congress declare the recent course 
of the Imperial German government to be in 
fact nothing less than war against the gov- 
ernment and people of the United States; that 
it formally accept the status of belligerent 
which has been thrust upon it, and that it 
take immediate steps not only to put the 
country in a more thorough state of defense, 
but also to exert all its power and employ all 
its resources to bring the government of the 
German empire to terms and end the war.”— 
President Wilson. 


9. The raising of the flag while the “Star 
Spangled Banner” is played. 


10. Song—“Star Spangled Banner.” 


11. Salute to the Christian flag. 


‘I pledge allegiance to my flag and to the 
Savior for whose Kingdom it stands; one 
brotherhood, uniting all mankind in service 
and love.” 


12. Salute to the American flag. 


“T pledge allegiance to my flag and to the 
republic for which it stands; one nation in- 
divisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 


13. Your Flag and My Flag. —(Copyright.) 
By Wilbur D. Nesbit. 


Your flag and my flag, 
And how it flies to-day 
In your land and my land 
And half a world away! 
Rose-red and blood-red 
The stripes forever gleam; 
Snow-white and soul-white— 
The good forefathers’ dream; 
Sky-blue and true-blue, with stars to gicam 
aright— 
The gloried guidon of the day; 
through the night. 


a shelter 


Your flag and my flag! 
And, oh, how much it holds— 
Your land and my land— 
Secure within its folds!— 
Your heart and my heart 
Beat quicker at the sight; 
Sun-kissed and wind-tossed— 
Red and blue and white. 


The one flag—the great flag—the flag for me 


and you— 
Glorified all else beside—the red and white 
and blue! 


14. Statement of work of Red Cross. 
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President’s letter to Sunday-schools. 


15. 

“To the Officers, Teachers, and Scholars of 
the Sunday-schools of the United States of 
America: 

“The present insistent call of our beloved 
country must be heard and answered by every 
citizen of the United States in proportion to 
his or her ability to maintain the national 
power and honor. Many citizens will render 
their aid by force of arms on the battle-field 
while others will make the nation strong by 
their patriotic gifts and support to the com- 
mon cause. It is therefore highly fitting that 
the Sunday-schools of the nation should ob- 
serve a special patriotic day and on this oc- 
casion should make a special contribution to 
the American Red Cross for the alleviation of 
the suffering entailed by the prosecution of 
the present war. It is my earnest hope that 
your generosity may be unstinted in this, the 
hour of the nation’s need, and that this spe- 
cial day may mean much to you in the under- 
standing of the cause for which our beloved 
land now contends. 

(Signed) Woodrow Wilson.” 


16. Offering for Red Cross received. 


17. Reeognition of the living soldiers 
present who have served the nation in pre- 
vious wars. 


18. Recognition of those who are serving 
or have enlisted as soldiers or nurses in the 
present war. A list of their names should be 
kept in a prominent place in your Sunday- 
school room. Suggest daily prayer for these 
and their families. ; 

19. A statement of Patriotic Service for 
period of war. 


At a meeting of National denominational 
Sunday-school leaders, in Philadelphia on 
Memorial Day, it was decided to make “Pa- 
triotic Sunday” the beginning of a sustained 
Sunday-school Service Program for the period 
of the war. A committee of five, three from 
the denominations and two from the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Association, was des- 
ignated by the conference for the purpose of 
planning such a program for the Sunday- 
schools whose purpose would be to cooperate 
with all war relief agencies and the United 
States government. 

The suggestion is made to the local Sun- 
day-school that a representative permanent 
committee be appointed to be ready to carry 
out whatever program of activities the Na- 
tional Sunday-school Patriotic Service Com- 
mittee may decide upon. 


20. Closing hymn. 


Offerings for Red Cross work may be sent 
to J. F. Burnett, Secretary, 45 C. P. A. Build- 
ing, Dayton, Ohio, and will be forwarded as 
contributions from Christian Church Sunday- 
schools. 


If additional copies of this program are 
desired you can secure them at 50 cents per 
hundred, from The Christian Publishing As- 
sociation, Dayton, Ohio. 


ONE HUNDRED TESTAMENTS FOR 
ONE HUNDRED SOLDIERS 


“A thin brown line” and a thin brown 
Testament, just the color of the khaki uni- 
form and just the size of the soldier’s pock- 
ets; these made connection at Suffolk, Va., 
last week through the generosity and lov- 
ing forethought of the Y. P. S. C. E. of 
Suffolk Christian church. 


There are not quite a hundred men yet 
in Co. F., the Suffolk boys, but it is hoped 
to recruit to full strength by volunteer serv- 
ice if possible, so the young people planned 
for the Company-that-is-to-be as well as 
the company that is, by securing one hun- 
dred Testaments, bound in soft fine brown 
leather, almost exactly the shade of the 
khaki suits. 

Mr. W. F. McClenny, himself a veteran 
of the Spanish War, in a few well chosen 
words, told the boys what his little Testa- 
ment, which he exhibited, had meant for 
him during the days when he was a soldier 
boy. Then Mr. Farror presented the Testa- 
ments in the name of the Y. P. S. C. E. 
Not a boy refused, and the captain thanked 
the Society in the name of his company for 
their remembrance. 

It is said that not a day passes when: pro- 
visions and dainties are not carried down to 
the “boys” who are still stationed near at 
home. This is a fine and kindly act. But 
surely better and finer, and let us hope 
more lasting in its effects, is the peniiing 
of the “Bread of Life” for every one o 
these brave volunteers. God grant they 
7 also, one and all, enlist as volunteers 
under the Conquest Fiag and “in this sign 
—CONQUER. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Craigville, Mass.—The week of meetings 
which has been an annual event in the lives 
of Craigville visitors for more than forty 
years will begin Monday evening, July 30, 
and an interesting program will be present- 
ed. The Inn will not be open for the full 
season, but beginning about July 18 or 19, 
will continue for three or four weeks, and 
possibly longer. The outrageous prices of 
commodities are usually even worse at a 
place like Craigville than elsewhere, and 
this season is of course a record breaker. 
However, it is thought best to give the 
friends of former years an opportunity to 
renew their association which has proved so 
delightful. The prices for rooms will re- 
main the same, but the table board will have 
to be advanced to $10 per week in place of 
$8 as last year. 


New Bedford, Mass.—The First church 
of New Bedford seems to contain an unusu- 
al amount of presidential timber judging 
from the following facts: The pastor, Rev. 
F. H. Peters, D. D., is president of the Min- 
isterial Union of the city, and also of the 
Religious Association of the city. Mr. W. 
M. Nelson is president of the New Bedford 
District Sunday-school Association, and Mr. 
Herbert E. Davis, of the local Christian En- 
deavor Union. Many expressions of ap- 
preciation of Dr. Peters’ fine leadership in 
the general work of the church of which he 
is pastor are in evidence. 

P. S. SAILER. 


West Mansfield, Mass., June 6—Although 
it has been many months since there has 
been any word from the West Mansfield 
church, we are still very much alive. Rev. 
A. R. Webb came to us the first Sunday in 
May, and with his family are very pleasant- 
ly situated not far from the church. A box 
party was held quite recently in the church 
vestry and the sum of twenty-eight dollars 
was realized. On Tuesday, June 5, a drama 
entitled, “Our Church Fair,” was given in 
Mystic Hall by members of the Ladies’ Aid, 
and the sum of thirty-three dollars was 
netted. Mr. and Mrs. Webb have been with 
us about six weeks, but already they are 
very popular in the church and the com- 
munity, and all of the work of the church 
is moving along harmoniously. 

The following is from a local paper: 

Mansfield, May 25—Rev. and Mrs. A. R. Webb were 
tendered a community May-basket last evening at 
their home in West Mansfield. More than seventy- 
five persons of that village helped carry the trimmed 
basket, which was made by Everett Shepard. The 
capacity of the receptacle was four bushels. It was 
filled with groceries and all sorts of useful articles. 
The affair was on the plan of an old-fashioned dona- 
tion party. The large company was invited in and 
passed an enjoyable social season. Ice cream and 
cake were served. Rev. Mr. Webb is the new pastor 
of the First Christian church at West Mansfield. He 
came from Rye, N. H. The surprise last night was 
arranged by Mrs. T. H. Young and Mrs. Eugene 
Fuller. 

Mrs. F. J. MONROE. 


ILLINOIS 


Bethel, June 8—Every church in the 
State should rally for the meeting of the 
Annual State Conference at ai. Hi- 
dalgo church is in the village of Hidalgo, 
situated on the Illinois Central Railway, 
between Mattoon and Newton, Ill. Easy of 
access and a grand place to have a confer- 
ence. Now, folks, let us do our best. Crops 
are late in central Illinois. Church work 
goes forward. Bethel church is remodeling 
the Elementary quarters of the church 
building to give room for this. division of the 
Sunday-school, Running about 155 right 
along now. Special services on the night of 


Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD |Believer-Training 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


June 17th. Program by the Elementary 

and Secondary Divisions of the Sunday- 

school. Church is making preparations to 

entertain conference this fall. The Official 

Board of the Central Conference will meet 

: Danville on Thursday, June 14.—H. G. 
OWE. 


Louisville, June 9—Our meeting at Wy- 
noose had a fine closing. A Sunday-school 
Convention on Sunday was well attended 
with good singing and able addresses. 
Church is united for splendid work. Rev. 
E. W. Scarbor is pastor and is well liked. 
He is a new man among us but worthy and 
is open to calls. Glenwood, which has been 
discouraged, shows signs of life. Will hold 
a week’s revival in hope of reinstating the 
work. Let all rally to State Conference at 
Hidalgo June 20.—A. H. B. 


Olney, June 9—The service last Sunday 
at Olney was one of the most worshipful 
of this quarter. Another new member add- 
ed at prayer-meeting last Thursday even- 
ing. Folks, don’t forget State Conference, 
June 20, 21, at Hidalgo. Let every church 
be represented. We need you and you need 
the conference. Come prepared to take 
notes so you can give reports to your 
churches when you return. Remember, 
folks, the Lord has placed His church in our 
keeping. Will we measure up to our re- 
sponsibilities?—-ALVIN O. JACOBS. 


Marietta—The church here rendered a 
splendid program on Memorial Day. We 
have some good workers here and they can 
do things when they take hold of them. The 
work in general is good as could be expect- 
ed. The church at Lewistown is doing 
splendid work. The Sunday-school is grow- 
ing and a good interest is shown. The at- 
tendance at church is splendid. There were 
two young people last Sunday, June 3, who 
declared their intentions to come back into 
the narrow way again, as they had forsaken 
Jesus, and on Sunday night after services, 
at his home, a man, Elmer Yocum by name, 
was converted. They are going to have a 
Children’s exercise. Things look real good 
at Lewistown.—F. G. BELL. 


Tuscola, June 8—Pastor Cochnower is to 
be retained at the churches of Lake Fork 
and Tuscola for another year. Those 
churches both hold Children’s Day services 
on next Sunday. Likewise the church at 
Milmine. Prairie Chapel gives a mission- 
ary program at Lake Fork in the evening. 
The officials of the Illinois State Conference 
are making strong appeals for the coming 
session of conference to be held at Hidalgo, 
June 20, 21. The Christians of the whole 
State should meet together -at that date. 
All should be concerned, especially at this 
period of the world’s history. It should be 
a place of much prayer and renewed con- 
secration. You will find a welcome among 
the brethren of Hidalgo. May Géd bless 
them. Children’s Day services at Milmine 
on next Sunday. Many calls have come to 
us for pastoral help for the coming year. 
No one can carry a greater load than they 
are able. The field is already white to har- 
vest. Let there be more faithful laborers, 
is our prayer.—HOEL. 


INDIANA 


Edinburg, June 5—A few words from 
Old Union may interest others. We had 
a very day at our church last Sun- 
day. There were 109 in attendance at 
Sunday-school,, which was followed by a 

sermon by our worthy pastor, J. T. 

We received four into church mem- 

bership. At 7:30 p. m., owr Sunday-school 
gave a Children’s Day service, using the 
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program, “Garlands of Praise,’ which was 

well rendered to a large and attentive audi- 

ence. The offering amounted to $6.80. Thus 

the work goes on. And may we give God 

= o praise—Mary C. PENCE, Church 
erk. 


Lebanon, June 7—Fairview—Mrs. Luther 
Bush recently presented the church with an 
individual communion set. While not able 
to attend church, Mrs. Bush never forgets 
the needs of the church. Good example-for 
others. First Sunday in June 104 took part 
in Sabbath-school; in afternoon went to 
creek, where eight persons were immersed. 
At night Judge W. H. Parr, of Lebanon, ad- 
dressed the Endeavorers, subject: “Confi- 
dence in God.” A large audience listened 
for nearly an hour to his masterful and in- 
spiring address. Boone County has a Chris- 
tian man to deal out justice to the people. 
Rev. O. O. Coy has been called to serve the 
church another year. President of Endeav- 
or and wife, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Zenor, 
gave a social to the Christian Endeavor one 
evening last week, which was elevating, the 
evening being spent in vocal solos, duets, 
and young men’s chorus, instrumental solos, 
duets, trios on piano and violin, with read- 
ings also. Mrs. Charlie Morris is suffering 
from a broken shoulder caused by a horse 
running off. Brother W. H. Zenor preached 
at Sedwicks Chapel last Sunday morning. 
—MINNIE BEEMAN, Church Clerk. 


OHIO 


Piqua, June 6—Our work is very encour- 
aging. Sunday-school has been running ov- 
er three hundred for several Sundays. Sun- 
day, a week ago, 370, many classes having 
one hundred per cent. in church services, 
giving us a filled auditorium for morning 
worship. Jun 24, evening, Masonic Order 
and Eastern Star will attend our services. 
We are laying large plans for our every- 
member canvass, duplex system, to be taken 
soon.—H. L. BAILEY. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, June 8—Rev. Edw. F. Mellott 
has accepted a call to become pastor of the 
Schultzville Christian church, N. Y., and 
will enter upon his pastorate there July 
(the first Sunday). I congratulate the 
Schultzville church in their choice. Bro. 
Mellott is a young man with two years’ 
experience. He was ordained last confer- 
ence at Gapsville, Pa. He has completed a 
four year course with ninety-two per cent. 
The past year he has preached for eight 
churches, traveling counting from one 
church in the southern to one in the northern 
of his pastorate is ninety-five miles. We re- 
gret to see him leave us, but realize that it 
will give him better opportunity, as the work 
takes too much of his time and gives little 
for study. The Schultzville people will find 
him a fearless preacher of the gospel, and 
I believe from what I know about the 
Schultzville church that he will be the right 
man in the right place. His work has been 
very satisfactory, and many have been add- 
ed to the church under his pastorate of two 

ears in the bounds ef the Rays Hill and 

outhern Pennsylvania Conference. Our 
prayers and best wishes go with our brother, 
that God may use him to build up a strong 
church at Schultzville, and we shall look 
for results.—J. W. HOFFMAN. 


As flowers never put on their best clothes 
for Sunday, but wear their spotless raiment, 
and exhale their odor every day, so let your 
Christian life, free from stain, ever give 
forth the fragrance of the love of God.— 
Henry Ward Beecher. 
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SEASIDE CHAUTAUQUA—VIRGINIA 
BEACH—JULY 16-22 


All Things Now Ready 


Yes, everything is ready for the Chautau- 
qua and we are expecting a splendid ses- 
sion. The general secretary says that the 
prospects are for the largest attendance yet. 
Some one has asked whether the Chautau- 
qua would be called off. We see no reason 
for doing so. The Methodists, Baptists, and 
Christians hold their Chautauquas at the 
same place and in succession and all are ex- 
pecting larger sessions and none are plan- 
ning to call them off. On the other hana 
all feel that now of all times is the time 
when we need to put forth every effort on 
the part of the church to develop its work- 
ers and train its young leaders. We believe 
that more than ever the Christian Church, 
our own folks, need the Chautauqua and its 
facilities for training leadership. We feel 
that every church should have some of its 
representatives present and we urge upon 
pastors, Sunday-school superintendents, ana 
Christian workers the importance of being 
present and having your young workers and 
leaders on hand to receive the splendid 
training. A week at Virginia Beach, with 
its splendid program, its spiritual uplift, 
its strong speakers, teachers, experienced 
and successful workmen both of our own 
church and interdenominational experts, 
Christian leaders, the fellowship, the rest 
by the ocean, the sea breezes, a dip in old 
ocean daily, its fine beach, all are worth 
your while and expense. 


The expense is very moderate. It is not 
a place for costly dressing, social functions, 
but a place for Christian workers of moder- 
ate means. I know those who prize its priv- 
ileges so much that they save dimes and 
quarters through the year so as not to miss 
it. We are counting on you and others 
from your church to be present. It is your 
institution, its success or failure is your 
glory or your disgrace, its officers are your 
officers. Write S. M. Smith, Gen. Sec’y, 
Arcade Bldg., Norfolk, Va., for information. 
One dollar admits you to the entire pro- 
gram. Send for a ticket and help that much 
now. Send a ticket to some one if you can- 
not go. Send for your ticket now and help 
us in the advance sale. Come, bring others. 

WARREN H. DENISON. 


LAYMEN’S AND MINISTERS’ CONFER- 
ENCE OF THE INDIANA STATE 
CONFERENCE 


In advance of the regular. meeting of the 
Indiana State Conference, which usually 
comes in October or November, a Laymen’s 
and Ministers’ Council of this body was 
called by Executive Board to meet June 
5,6. Through the kindness and courtesy of 
the Prairieville Christian church, the Coun- 
cil was invited to meet with them. The in- 
vitation was accepted and the council con- 
vened at 1:15 p. m., June 5th. 


The attendance was not so very large, but 
those who were present were interested, the 
majority of them had a vision and were 
full of enthusiasm. Important themes were 
discussed, such as “A Retrospective and 
Prospective View of the State Conference 
Work,” by Pres. W. H. Martin; “The Re- 
lation of the State and Local Conferences,” 
by Rev. C. B. Kershner; “The Christian 
Progress League,” by Rev. C. S. Masterson, 
and “The Task of the Christian Church in 
Indiana.” These are all vital themes, and 
were enthusiastically represented by the 
brethren opening the discussion. In every 
instance a lively discussion followed. 


There were many helpful things said and 
some forward steps ten: steps which if 
approved and put into practical application 
by the ministers and laymen of the Chris- 
tian Church in Indiana will mean a new 


day for our cause. It only means faith, 
determination, a And are 
bog ey in and men enough to 
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ee are some of the things that we voted 
0: 

(1) To continue the Christian Progress 
League, with Rev. M. M. Wiles, of Sheridan, 
Ind., as secretary. Bro. C. S. Masterson, 
the retiring secretary, did good work, but 
felt that he could not serve longer. Bro. 
Wiles will need your cooperation. If your 
church has not been visited in the interest of 
the “League,” arrange for a service and in- 
vite Bro. Wiles, he will come. 

(2) By a unanimous vote every church 
in the State is requested to pay at least ten 
cents per member annually into the State 
treasury for missionary work in the State, 
to be under the direction of the State Mis- 
sion Board. The mission secretary, Rev. 
Clarence Defur, Frankfort, Ind., has been 
given the task of informing each individ- 
ual church of this action and to see that the 
funds are collected if possible. This is the 
thing that will make the work go. Let no 
church fail Dr. Defur in his appeal. And, 

(3) Notice was served on the body that 
a resolution would be introduced at the next 
regular session of the conference, to change 
the time of meeting and to revise the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws in general. Those 
interested in the State work will please take 
notice and arrange to be present. And, by 
the way, if your church will entertain the 
State Conference this fall, please write me 
at once. 


Occasionally you would hear an interested 
delegate say, ‘““‘We seem to be getting some- 
where now. How I wish that more of the 
people were here.” One of the hopeful 
things about the conference, it seems to me, 
was that everybody present realized that 
something must be done and were agreed on 
the things proposed. We are asking for, 
and expecting cooperation, for we believe in 
our brethren. 

L. E. SMITH, 


; Secretary. 
Huntington, Ind. 


Official Information 


NOTICE! 


Our Question Box is not a forum for discussion. 
It aims to give only the information asked. Hence 
in answering questions we do not throw open the 
department for their discussion. If you cannot ac- 
cept the answer given, all right—that is your priv- 
ilege, but we cannot enter into further discussion. 
We have neither the time nor the inclination for 
such debate.—Epiror. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


The time of the meeting of the Mt. Vernon Con- 
ference has been changed by vote of the Official 
Board, from Wednesday evening, October 8, 1917, 
to Wednesday evening, August 29, 1917. The con- 
ference will meet with the Mt. Pleasant church, near 
Frazeysburg, Ohio. Rev. H. J. Rice, Johnstown, 
Ohio, R. D., is the pastor. 

; H. R. Crem, Conf. Secy. 

Springfield, Ohio, June 2, 1917. 


ILLINOIS STATE CONFERENCE 


I wish to call the attention of all Illinois pastors 
and churches to the coming session of the Illinois 
State Christian Conference. It is to be held at 
Hidalgo, Illinois, June 20 and 21. Let every church 
have a delegate who can and will attend the con- 
ference. Also let every pastor plan to attend—it is 
our duty. Please send your dues to the secretary, or 
have in readiness at the opening of our meeting. A 
strong program is planned and we trust a good at- 
tendance and loyal interest may characterize our com- 
ing together. Let us all rally. Come June 20, 21, 


to Hidalgo, Ill. 
Smmon Bennett, Acting Secretary. 
Bismarck, Ill., June 8, 1917. 


NOTICE OF AMENDMENT 


All parties interested will hereby be notified that 
Oe et nas SS Se Seepenes to Ge BR. 
ernon Conference n meeting, August 29 
Sept. 2, 1917. 3 
BY-LAWS 

Article 1. “The annual sessions of the conference 
shall begin on Wednesday evening after the Sun- 
day in Oetober of each year.” “1 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
“The conference shall meet annually. The time and 
place of holding each session shall be determined by 
the conference during the preceding y 

H. R. Crem, 


Springheld, Ohio, June 4, 19170 OH 





